Hundreds  of  angry  protesters  gather  outside  a 
D.C.  barracks  to  decry  anti-gay  violence  and  to 
charge  the  leathernecks  with  “multi-faceted 
bias-related  crimes... from  epithets  to  homicide ” 


In  The  Center: 

An  interview  with  author  Michael  Nava 


Marines  take 
the  heat 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Over  400  whistle¬ 
blowers  picketed  the  U.S.  Marine  barracks 
located  southeast  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  July  6 
to  “take  back  the  night”  from  hate- 
motivated  violence  after  a  group  of  Marines 
assaulted  three  gay  men  outside  a  gay  bar 
three  weeks  earlier. 

Protestors  rallied  at  the  Eastern  Market 
subway  stop  and  confronted  military 
families  and  friends  at  the  compound’s 
weekly  “Torchlight  Tattoo”  parade.  The 
group  then  marched  to  the  First  District 
police  station  to  protest  “Marine 
rampages”  on  Capitol  Hill. 

Shouting  “shame,  shame,”  protestors 
said  the  barracks  should  be  shut  down  if 
Marines  can’t  behave  in  the  diverse  com¬ 
munity.  At  least  one  woman  was  arrested 


Marines.”  The  assailants  kicked  and  pum- 
meled  the  bar  patrons,  knocking  two  un¬ 
conscious,  witnesses  reported.  It  was  the 
latest  in  several  attacks  by  Marines  on  gay 
and  lesbian  establishments  and  customers 
over  the  last  decade. 

D.C.  police  called  the  attack  a  “bar 
brawl,”  rather  than  a  hate-motivated  crime 
that  would  be  given  special  consideration 
under  D.C.’s  new  law  protecting  victims  of 
bias-related  attacks.  The  U.S.  Attorney’s 
office,  which  prosecutes  felonies  in  the  city, 
decided  not  to  press  charges.  Marine  of¬ 
ficials  found  two  Marines  guilty  of  disorder¬ 
ly  conduct,  “a  slap  on  the  wrist,”  according 
to  Donald  AuCoin  of  Oppression  Under 
Target!  (OUT!),  which  organized  the  pro¬ 
test.  “It’s  wholly  inadequate.” 


AIDS  Project  Worcester 
abandons  leather  outreach 


The  volunteer  director  of  Leatherforce  2000  claims  that 
personal  qualms  of  the  new  director  of  the  city's  largest 
AIDS  service  organization  have  left  the  S/M  outreach 
group  stranded 


Queers  fighting  back  in  D.C.,  July  6 

for  “not  being  peaceful,”  said  a  rally 
organizer. 

“We  will  not  tolerate  activites  and  the 
presence  of  violent,  homo-hating  skinheads, 
no  matter  what  kind  of  uniform  they  wear,” 
said  Sue  Hyde  of  the  National  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Task  Force  (NGLTF).  “Nazi 
brownshirts,  skinhead  tee  shirts, 
leatherneck  fatigues  —  get  them  out  of  the 
neighborhood.  We  will  not  be  the  Marines’ 
punching  bags  any  longer.” 

D.C.  City  Council  candidate  and  AIDS 
clinic  administrator  Jim  Harvey  said  he 
marched  to  show  his  “indignation”  against 
Marines’  disrespect  for  gays,  lesbians,  Black 
people,  and  the  city.  “They  should  have 
been  gone  a  long  time  ago.” 

About  3  a.m.  on  June  17,  three  gay  men 
leaving  the  Remingtons  bar  on  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  SE  were  jumped  by  about  a  dozen 
Marines  shouting  “Kill  the  fags”  and  “Go 


“Semper  fie?  It’s  a  lie.  You  don’t  care  if 
people  die,”  marchers  across  Eighth  Street 
shouted  as  the  crowd  entered  the  com¬ 
pound,  guarded  by  Marines  in  dress-blue 
uniforms,  for  a  swing  jazz  concert.  Mimick¬ 
ing  Marine  chants,  some  cried,  “I  don’t 
know  if  it’s  been  said,  U.S.  Marines  give 
good  head,”  One  activist  carried  a  sign  say¬ 
ing  “U.S.  Moron  Corps.” 

With  a  call  to  “stop  all  anti-lesbian  and 
anti-gay  violence,”  the  direct  action  group 
OUT!  issued  five  demands: 

•  D.C.  police  must  classify  the  bashing  as  a 
hate-motivated  crime  and  the  U.S.  Attorney 
prosecute  under  the  new  law; 

•  Marine  Commandant  A1  Gray  must 
acknowledge  “on-going  Marine  antipathy” 
toward  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  condemn 
Marine  violence  against  them; 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Laura  Briggs 

WORCESTER,  Mass.  —  Under  the 
leadership  of  a  new  acting  director,  AIDS 
Project  Worcester  (APW)  recently  severed 
its  ties  to  an  AIDS  education  program  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the  leather/SM 
community.  While  some  say.  the  move  was 
intended  to  be  temporary  and  reflected  only 
a  problem  with  the  administrative  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  project,  others  believe  that  the 
program  was  discontinued  because  the  act¬ 
ing  director,  who  is  a  Roman  Catholic  nun, 
is  hostile  to  the  target  community. 

The  program,  Leather  Force  2000,  was 
largely  run  by  volunteer  Alan  Chiras.  The 
program  is  the  only  one  in  New  England 
specifically  targetting  the  leather/SM  com¬ 
munity. 

According  to  Chiras,  on  June  15,  just  11 
days  after  the  appointment  of  Anne  Marie 
Kane  as  acting  director  and  only  two  weeks 
before  an  event  he  had  been  organizing  for 
months,  Chiras  was  told  to  stop  doing  his 
AIDS  prevention  work  in  the  name  of 
APW.  Chiras  said  that  Kane  told  him  that 
his  outreach  was  incompatible  with  the  goals 
of  APW.  He  said  he  believes  that  his  project 
was  discontinued  because  Kane  “was 
unresponsive  to  the  idea  of  bar  outreach  in 
general  and  to  the  leather/SM  community  in 
particular.” 

Macey  Goodman,  vice  president  of  the 
APW  Board  of  Directors,  has  a  much  dif¬ 
ferent  account  of  what  occurred  and  why. 
“There  was  a  perceived  organizational 
problem  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
content  of  the  project,”  he  said.  Goodman 
said  that  unlike  other  volunteers,  Chiras  was 
accountable  directly  to  the  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  rather  than  to  a  staff  member  who 
would  then  be  under  the  administration  of 
the  executive  director.  “The  project  was  not 
terminated;  [Kane]  would  have  had  no 
authority  to  do  that,”  he  said. 

According  to  Goodman,  there  have  been 


no  philosophical  or  policy  changes  since 
Kane’s  appointment,  despite  her  close  af¬ 
filiation  with  the  Catholic  Church.  The 
Church  has  condemned  homosexuality  and 
opposed  safer  sex  education  and  the  use  of 
condoms  for  AIDS  prevention.  “There  is 
absolutely,  positively,  nothing  philosophi¬ 
cal  against  condom  distribution”  at  APW, 
Goodman  told  GCN.  Goodman  also  said 
that  in  cases  of  philosophical  differences 
between  Catholic  Church  teaching  and 
APW,  he  expected  Kane  would  put  aside 
Church  doctrine  and  work  within  the 
framework  of  APW.  “I  certainly  would  not 
want  someone  to  be  selected  as  director 
because  they  were  Catholic.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  would  be  distraught  if  someone  who 
is  Catholic  could  not  be  director  because 
that  person  is  Catholic,”  he  said. 

Kane  was  on  vacation  and  unavailable  for 
comment. 

The  former  director  of  APW,  John 
Sakowicz,  who  is  now  the  director  of  the 
Cape  Cod  AIDS  Council,  called  Kane’s 
treatment  of  Chiras  “appalling.”  Sakowitz 
told  GCN  that  while  he  was  director,  “We 
had  the  highest  regard  for  Alan  and  his 
work.  He  hustled  for  money,  and  he  got  out 
there  and  did  the  work.  The  leather  com¬ 
munity  is  one  of  the  most  under-served 
groups  in  this  epidemic.  [Chiras]  is  prac¬ 
tically  the  only  one  working  in  that  com¬ 
munity  in  this  area,”  he  said. 

Sakowicz  said  that  while  he  was  the  one 
to  nominate  Kane  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  the  first  place,  he  was  alarmed  by  the 
choice  of  Kane  for  the  dual  administrative 
roles  of  President  of  the  Board  and  acting 
director  of  the  agency.  When  the  Board 
elected  Kane  as  president  only  three  months 
after  she  was  appointed  to  the  Board 
(because  she  had  the  time  and  willingness  to 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Homophobic,  sexist  and  racist  commen¬ 
taries  are  lies.  It’s  1990,  boys,  and  we’re  not 
going  to  take  it  anymore.” 

—  Totally  out-there  lesbian  monologuist 
Reno,  in  a  discussion  of  the  turning  tides  of 
popularity  for  f rat-boy  comic  drones  An¬ 
drew  “Dice”  Clay,  Eddie  Murphy  and  Sam 
Kinison,  in  The  Advocate. 

Mass  gay  rights  law 
victory  celebrated 

BOSTON  —  Approximately  150  gay 
rights  law  supporters  celebrated  victory  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  (SJC)  with  a 
July  6  rally  held  at  Government  Center. 
Cosponsored  by  the  Progressive  Caucus  of 
the  Campaign  to  Defend  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Civil  Rights  Law  and  the  Steering 
Committee  to  Protect  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Law,  the  rally  provided  gay  rights  ac¬ 
tivists  with  a  forum  to  hail  the  July  5  ruling 
by  the  SJC,  which  declared  a  referendum 
repeal  attempt  by  right-wing  opponents  of 
the  law  unconstitutional.  However,  rally 
speakers  also  stressed  that  the  gay  rights  law 
was  “only  a  beginning,”  and  that  the  court 
decision  freed  activists  to  work  on  other  im¬ 
portant  lesbian  and  gay  issues,  including 
anti-gay  violence. 

Even  as  advocates  celebrated,  some  cau¬ 
tioned  that  the  fight  to  preserve  the  gay 
rights  law  is  not  yet  over.  Emcee  Susan  Moir 
warned  that  Citizens  for  Family  First  —  the 
most  vocal  of  the  conservative  opponents  — 
is  almost  certain  to  attempt  to  file  an  in¬ 
itiative  petition  in  1992,  which  could  place 
the  gay  rights  law  on  the  ballot.  In  addition, 
the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Politi¬ 
cal  Caucus  distributed  leaflets  describing  an 
attempt  by  anti-gay  state  Rep.  Marie 
Parente  (D-Milford)  to  attach  a  non-bind¬ 
ing  referendum  on  the  gay  rights  law  to  a 
budget  bill.  The  amendment  never  reached 
the  house  floor  for  a  vote. 

In  a  related  development,  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
recently  filed  two  complaints  alleging  anti¬ 
gay  discrimination.  A  complaint  filed  in 
June  on  behalf  of  Humberto  Garcia,  a 
Chicano  gay  man,  alleges  that  he  was  fired 
in  January  from  Danvers  State  Hospital. 
According  to  Garcia’s  complaint,  he  was 
fired  because  of  racist  and  homophobic 
charges  allegedly  levelled  against  him  by  a 
fellow  employee  that  stated  that  Garcia  was 
“sitting  in  the  staff  area  very,  very  lazily” 
with  his  fly  down.  In  the  complaint 
registered  with  the  Massachusetts  Commis¬ 
sion  Against  Discrimination,  Garcia  stated 
that  he  believes  the  charges  were  fabricated, 
most  probably  by  his  supervisor  Nancy 
Therriault.  According  to  Garcia,  Therriault 
had  previously  called  him  a  “fucking  fag¬ 
got”  and  had  told  a  coworker  that  he  was 
“fucking  stupid”  because  she  believed  his 
English  skills  were  inadequate. 

GLAD  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Commission  in  July  accusing 
a  Boston  Police  officer  of  assaulting  a  gay 
men  and  screaming  “faggot”  at  him  after 
stopping  him  for  a  routine  traffic  matter. 
Joseph  Trovato  alleged  that  police  officer 
Matthew  Kervin  threatened  him,  hand¬ 
cuffed  him  to  a  police  station  wall,  and 
harassed  him  after  accusing  him  of  drunk 
driving.  Trovato  was  released  by  police  after 
he  passed  a  breath-alcohol  test. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Suspect  in  New 
Hampshire  lesbian 
murders  freed 

CONCORD,  N.H.  —  A  man  suspected  of 
murdering  two  Nashua  lesbians  was  released 
July  10  after  his  case  went  through  three 
mistrials  while  he  was  held  for  22  months 
without  bail. 

Police  claim  that  the  22-year  old  man, 
Anthony  Barnaby,  had  admitted  to  helping 
his  friend  David  Caplin  murder  Barnaby’s 
lesbian  neighbors  Charlene  Ranstrom  and 
Brenda  Warner  because  he  “loathed  their 
lifestyle,”  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

Barnaby  later  recanted  the  confession, 
claiming  that  Nashua  police  coerced  the 
statements  from  him  during  a  20-hour  inter¬ 
rogation  period.  Although  Barnaby’s 
statements  were  allowed  as  evidence  in  all 
three  of  his  trials,  little  other  evidence  was 


presented  by  prosecutors.  Each  jury  in  the 
three  trials  deadlocked  before  reaching  a 
verdict. 

Nashua  police  Deputy  Chief  Clifton 
Largy  said  of  Barnaby’s  release,  “I  haven’t 
seen  anything  like  this  in  my  23  years  here. 
It’s  very  depressing.” 

Prosecutors  are  now  focusing  on  Caplin, 
claiming  that  only  in  the  last  month  have 
they  obtained  substantial  evidence  to  charge 
him  with  murder  in  the  case.  Caplin  is  being 
held  without  bail  at  the  Hillsborough  House 
of  Correction. 

Even  if  new  evidence  is  uncovered  that 
would  further  implicate  Barnaby  —  who 
claimed  throughout  his  trials  that  he  was 
passed  out  drunk  at  the  time  of  the  murders 
—  it  is  unlikely  that  the  state  would  seek  an 
unprecedented  fourth  trial.  Prosecutors  also 
acknowledged  that  extraditing  Barnaby 
from  a  Micmac  Indian  reservation  in 
Quebec,  where  he  resides,  “may  be  dif¬ 
ficult,  to  be  sure.” 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Squatting  in 
Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Four  families  — 
including  one  lesbian  couple  —  occupied  a 
vacant  building  here  on  July  2.  The  owner  of 
the  building,  John  McAdams,  has  refused 
to  rent  the  building’s  four  rent  controlled 
apartments,  despite  orders  from  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Rent  Control  Board  to  do  so.  The 
new  “tenants”  have  established  an  escrow 
account  to  hold  rent  payments  until  they  are 
given  leases. 

The  action  has  been  supported  by  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  local  groups,  including  Cambridge 
Eviction  Free  Zone,  the  Cambridge  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition,  and  New  England  War  Tax 
Resistance.  Supporters  and  neighbors  have 
helped  the  squatters  remove  garbage  and 
animal  waste,  fix  plumbing,  and  keep  the 
building  secure  through  late-night  patrols* 
For  more  information,  contact  Cambridge 
Eviction  Free  Zone  at  868-2900. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Skinheads  ransack 
gay  bar  in  German 
soccer  riot 

EAST  BERLIN  —  A  night  of  rioting 
across  East  and  West  Germany  that  had 
started  out  as  a  rowdy  celebration  of  West 
Germany ’s  World  Cup  Soccer  tournament 
victory  over  Rome  left  four  people  dead  and 
hundreds  injured,  including  the  patrons  of 
one  gay  bar. 

In  West  German  cities  including  Ham¬ 
burg  and  Bielefeld,  neo-Nazis  attacked 
foreigners  and  police.  In  East  Berlin  about 
500  skinheads  descended  on  the  city’s  main 
square,  Alexanderplatz,  where  they  terror¬ 
ized  Vietnamese  workers  and  trashed  a  bar 
that  is  “frequented  by  homosexuals,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Queer  credit 
cards  available 

SEATTLE,  Wash.  —  The  Pride  Founda¬ 
tion,  “a  community  organization  for  gay 
men,  lesbians  and  their  friends,”  has  struck 
an  agreement  with  the  Seafirst  Bank  here  to 
offer  the  first  nationally  available  lesbian 
and  gay  Visa  and  MasterCard  credit  cards. 

According  to  Lesbian  Rescource  Center 
Community  News,  the  Pride  Foundation 
will  receive  a  service  fee  for  each  new  credit 
card  issued,  as  well  as  one-half  of  one  per¬ 
cent  of  credit  card  balances  between  $1000 
and  $10,000  or  $5-7  monthly  from  each  ac¬ 
count. 

In  its  Five  years  of  existence,  the  Pride 
Foundation  has  granted  $150,000  to  na¬ 
tional  agencies  and  those  in  the  Puget  Sound 
region  that  provide  direct  AIDS  care,  AIDS 
research,  human  services,  and  arts/cultural 
and  recreational  programs. 

For  more  information  on  the  “Charge 
With  Pride”  program,  the  Pride  Founda¬ 
tion  office  can  be  reached  at  (206)  323-3318. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 


Violence  And  Abuse 

are  not  just  straight  problems. 
Lovers  curse  each  other,  get 
beaten  up,  put  each  other 
down,  too.  Your  relationship 
doesn’t  have  to  be  filled  with 
fear  and  frustration. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

jbe 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

r  David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Vff  •  ;  ' 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


®e/l 
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POSTERS  GRAPHICS  PAINTINGS 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


serving  the  gay  /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  Sc 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  Sc  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th6  -11  PM  and  Frib  Sun  6 -8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Flaviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
toholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOVLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 


General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  difering  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women's  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organimtiopnsi professionals)  plus  $1  .OOP &.H  to: 

The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


PAGE  %  JULY  15-21,,  I99Q  □  GAY* COMMUNITY  N^YS* 

»  .  i  /  (i  $  #  ***•  ,  i  j  « i  i  •  j  ,  t  _  i  » ■  i  -  >  *  •  -  * 


Teachers*  union  passes 
les/gay  resolutions 

Educators  are  urged  to  sensitize  themselves  to  the 
specialized  needs  of  gay  and  lesbian  staff  and  students 


Vigil  for  abortion  rights 

BOSTON  —  Sporting  buttons  that  said  ‘‘Pro-Union,  Pro-Choice,”  "A  Woman’s  Life  is  a  Human  Life,” 
and  “Silence  =  Death,”  600  abortion  rights  demonstrators  conducted  a  candlelight  march  through  a 
dowi.town  back  alley  and  up  to  the  State  House  on  July  5th.  The  march  was  held  to  commemorate  the 
women's  lives  lost  in  unsafe,  illegal  abortions  since  the  Supreme  Court's  restrictive  Webster  decision  of  July 
3rd  last  year. 

On  the  State  House  steps,  Boston  NOW  President  Ellen  Convisser  told  the  crowd  “A  states’  rights  ap¬ 
proach  to  a  woman’s  right  to  abortion  is  lethal.... We  are  here  to  commemorate  the  lives  of  poor  women 
who  could  not  afford  to  purchase  their  rights."  Convisser  also  noted  the  large  increase  nationwide  in 
legislation  that  would  restrict  the  reproductive  rights  of  poor  women  and  young  women.  Lesbian  activist 
Margaret  Cerullo,  who  spoke  after  Convisser,  received  loud  applause  when  she  told  the  crowd  "The  issue 
of  abortion  calls  up  the  image  of  young  women  whose  sexuality  is  out  of  control.  But  I  say  ‘Out  of  whose 
control?’  ” 

Cerullo  and  speaker  Charlene  Gilbert,  co-chair  of  Women  for  Economic  Justice  and  a  member  of  Women 
of  Color  for  Reproductive  Freedom,  both  stated  that  the  issue  of  women's  choice  has  been  artificially 
limited  by  the  abortion  rights  debate.  They  stressed  that  poverty  and  other  forms  of  oppression  limit 
women's  reproductive  health  and  life  choices.  Calling  for  the  right  to  good  pre-natal  care,  housing,  and 
meaningful  work  opportunities,  Gilbert  told  the  crowd  “To  talk  about  choice  without  talking  about  the 
broad  spectrum  of  choices  and  limits  is  to  not  talk  about  choice  at  all.” 

Gubernatorial  and  Lt.  Gubernatorial  hopefuls  Evelyn  Murphy  and  Marjorie  Clapprood  also  addressed  the 
ralliers,  as  did  attorney  Jamie  Sabino,  who  assists  young  women  through  the  judicial  bypass  procedure 
which  allows  them  to  obtain  abortions  without  parental  consent. 

As  at  many  abortion  rights  demonstrations,  the  march  and  rally  included  a  strong  lesbian  presence.  Mar¬ 
cher  Felicity  Harper  noted  “Reproductive  freedom  has  be  be  broadly  defined.  It’s  about  having  more  rights 
than  just  abortion  rights.”  Several  other  lesbian  activists  present  added  that  “Pro-choice  rallies  are  a  good 
place  to  cruise  girls.” 

□  Liz  Galst 

State  nixes  condom 
ad  endorsement 

Governor  Dukakis  and  the  Mass.  Department  of  Public 
Health  refuse  to  okay  a  series  of  public  advertisements 
promoting  condoms  as  an  AIDS  preventative 


By  John  Zeh 

BOSTON  —  Gay  and  lesbian  school  staff 
and  students  won  “educational  equity” 
with  heterosexual  peers  here  July  2-6  when 
the  American  Federation  of  Teachers  (AFT) 
union  adopted  a  slate  of  11  resolutions 
affirming  their  rights. 

“It’s  a  success,  not  a  victory,”  said  Paul 
Thomas,  AFT’s  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Caucus  founder,  “because  there  was  no 
fight.” 

Some  3,300  convention  delegates  agreed 
by  voice  votes  to: 

•  include  sexual  orientation  in  AFT’s  anti- 
discrimination  protections; 

•  urge  union  locals  to  bargain  for  those 
policies  and  bereavement  leave  for  domestic 
partners; 

•  condemn  harassment  or  violence  against 
students  due  to  sexual  orientation;  and 

•  protect  rights  of  students  and  staff  who 
have  Human  Immunodeficiency  Virus 
(HIV). 

“They  all  sailed  right  through,  with  only 
one  lone  voice  of  dissent,”  said  new  caucus 
co-chair  Dan  Stephen,  a  delegate  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Federation  of  Teachers.  “He  did  us  a 
favor.  Everyone  could  see  his  position  was 
homophobic.” 

Groundwork  for  passage  was  laid  two 
years  ago  at  AFT’s  biannual  session  in  San 
Francisco.  Similar  bids  failed  because  of  im¬ 
proper  wording,  but  Thomas  networked 
within  AFT  to  learn  acceptable  language. 
“The  votes  put  a  major  union  on  record  as 
being  suportive  of  the  rights  of  lesbian  and 
gay  school  staff  and  students  who  deserve  a 
gay-affirmative  educational  environment,” 
said  Stephen. 

The  campaign’s  best  benefit,  said  new 
caucus  co-chair  Jan  Lenz,  was  the  chance  to 
educate  so  many  fellow  teachers  about  gay 
and  lesbian  issues.  According  to  Thomas, 
“They  heard  the  ‘G’  and  ‘L’  words  so 
much,  if  it  bothered  anyone  before,  they 
were  used  to  it  by  when  we  got  done.” 

“Teachers  need  to  be  aware  of  our  own 
language  and  not  use,  or  allow,  words  like 
fag  or  dyke,”  said  Lenz,  who  teaches  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati’s  Sands  Montessori  School.  “We 
raised  people’s  consciousness  about  an  in¬ 
visible  minority.  It  feels  like  we  really  made 
some  progress.” 

Educators  can  assume  that  10-15  percent 
of  adolescents  are  gay  or  lesbian  and  have 
trouble  understanding  their  sexual  iden¬ 
tity/orientation,  according  to  research  by 
the  University  of  Cincinnati’s  John  Mad¬ 
dux.  Research  found  that  students  who  are 
lesbian-  or  gay-identified  have  significant 
problems  in  school,  such  as  peer  harass¬ 
ment,  violence,  and  verbal  assaults.  Some 
teachers  use  pejorative  language  and 


humor,  or  don’t  discourage  classroom- 
based  homophobia  and  at-large  oral  at¬ 
tacks. 

Lenz  and  other  caucus  members  staffed  a 
table  in  the  huge  convention  hall’s  lobby  to 
canvass  delegates.  According  to  Lenz,  a 
broad  array  of  people  visited  the  table, 
among  them  “members  of  P-FLAG,  gay 
men,  lesbians,  concerned  straights,  and 
teachers  who  said  they  teach  gay  or  lesbian 
kids  —  and  need  to  find  out  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  them.  Everybody  seemed  very 
positive  about  what  we  were  doing,  [but] 
thousands  walked  on  by.” 

Despite  this  indifference,  AFT  amended 
its  constitution  to  invalidate  the  charter  of 
any  union  or  local  limiting  its  membership 
on  account  of  sexual  orientation,  which 
Thomas  battled  to  substitute  for 
“preference.” 

At  his  urging,  the  union  condemned  pre¬ 
judicial  action  against  students  and  sup¬ 
ported  their  “right  to  an  affirmative, 
positive,  equitable,  and  safe  education  en¬ 
vironment.”  The  resolution  was  based  on  a 
1988  University  of  Pennsylvania  study  that 
showed  a  sharp  increase  in  harassment  and 
violence  in  schools  against  students  based 
on  identified,  or  perceived,  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 

The  resolution  also  acknowledged  AFT’s 
awareness  of  educators’  “increasing  efforts 
nationwide  to  ensure  fair,  representative 
treatment  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  [in] 
ongoing  curricular  revision,  instructional 
media/resources  selection,  counseling  ser¬ 
vices,  and  staff  development.” 

AFT  also  voted  to  “support  efforts  to  de¬ 
fend  employment  rights  of  employees  with 
HIV”  and  to  protect  students  with  it  against 
discrimination. 

“Gay  and  lesbian  youth  look  and  are  like 
everyone  else,  ’  ’  Lenz  said  during  her  speech . 
“But  they  have  no  role  models  at  school 
because  teachers  [won’t]  come  out  to  them, 
nor  tell  them  that  [many]  people  they  study 
in  social  studies  and  English  were  gay.” 

In  support  of  a  bereavement  resolution 
offered  by  United  Educators  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Lenz  said  she  shouldn’t  have  to  pre¬ 
tend  or  lie  to  get  time  off  work  if  anything 
happens  to  her  partner  of  four  years. 

Teacher-delegates  at  the  convention  were 
subjected  to  the  same  treatment  they 
dispense  to  their  minions  —  homework  and 
a  pop  quiz.  “How  many  know  what  it  feels 
like  to  be  attracted  to  somebody?”  said  Dan 
Stephen,  a  special  education  teacher  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati’s  Rosenberg  Elementary.  “Very 
good!  Think  back  to  where  you  first  were 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  In  a  move  that  has  outraged 
AIDS  service  providers  and  activists,  the 
Dukakis  administration  has  withdrawn 
authorization  to  use  the  endorsement  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  of  an  ad  cam¬ 
paign  promoting  condom  use  to  prevent  the 
transmission  of  AIDS.  While  the  Secretary 
of  Human  Services  maintains  that  state 
government  has  not  backed  away  from  its 
pledge  to  launch  an  “aggressive,  visible” 
campaign  for  AIDS  prevention,  as  quoted 
in  the  Boston  Globe  in  May,  activists  charge 
that  the  Dukakis  administration  is  afraid  to 
publicly  associate  itself  with  condom  use. 

According  to  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  Director  Larry  Kessler,  the  ad¬ 
ministration  has  requested  and  received  in¬ 
formation  about  the  effectiveness  of  con¬ 
doms  for  AIDS  prevention.  Nevertheless, 
he  says,  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
(DPH),  under  the  administration  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Office  of  Human  Services,  has  re¬ 
fused  to  lend  its  name  to  subway  advertise¬ 
ments  and  billboards  encouraging  people  to 
use  condoms.  “It  seems  to  me  that  the 
governor  is  not  comfortable”  with  advocat¬ 
ing  condom  use,  said  Kessler.  “This  is  not  a 
_  1990s  discussion,”  he  said.  “It  discourages 
B  me  to  no  end,  but  it  does  not  surprise  me.” 
S  Joe  Landolfi,  a  spokesperson  for 
Secretary  of  Human  Services  Philip 
Johnston,  said  that  the  administration  was 
not  opposed  to  condom  ads,  and  that  a  sim¬ 
ple  oversight  was  responsible  for  Johnston’s 
failure  to  approve  the  ad  before  a  printer 
deadline.  He  added,  however,  that 
Johnston  did  not  think  the  ads  were 
necessarily  effective.  Landolfi  said  that 
Johnston  is  planning  a  multi-faceted  AIDS 
strategy,  including  pro-condom  adver¬ 
tisements,  but  declined  to  offer  any  details. 

According  to  Kessler,  state  government 
has  never  authorized  use  of  its  funds  to  pro¬ 
mote  condom  use  for  AIDS  prevention.  In 
May,  Kessler  and  representatives  of  the 
Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition,  the  Latino 


Health  Network,  and  the  Boston  AIDS  Con¬ 
sortium  issued  a  strongly-worded  statement 
calling  on  the  Dukakis  administration  to 
support  condom  advocacy.  The  groups 
demanded  condom  availability  in  state 
prisons,  the  installation  of  vending 
machines  in  restrooms  around  the  state,  and 
the  promotion  of  condom  use  in  all  school- 
based  AIDS  education  programs.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  governor  was  called  upon  to  sup¬ 
port  a  public  advertising  campaign, 
spearheaded  by  DPH,  encouraging  people 
to  use  condoms. 

In  response  to  these  demands,  Johnston 
told  the  Globe  that  the  administration 
would  initiate  a  visible  campaign  to  stop  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  That  commitment  was 
broken,  AIDS  advocates  charge,  when  the 
administration  withheld  approval  July  10 
for  DPH  endorsement  of  the  billboard  and 
subway  poster  campaign. 

Condom  promotion  is  the  backbone  of 
most,  if  not  all,  AIDS  prevention  efforts  not 
designed  by  conservative  churches.  Gay  ac¬ 
tivists  have  advocated  condom  use  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  spread  of  AIDS  since  the  early 
1980s,  and  even  the  ultra-conservative 
Reagan  administration  —  albeit  under  a 
renegade  Surgeon  General,  C.  Everett  Koop 
—  took  a  pro-condom  position  by  1987.  That 
same  year,  Dukakis  threatened  to  pull  AIDS 
Action  Committee  (AAC)  funding  in 
response  to  the  agency’s  production  of  an 
explicit  safer  sex  brochure  with  state  funds. 
Since  that  time,  according  to  Kessler,  AIDS 
Action  has  never  used  state  funding  for  any 
literature  that  mentions  condoms  or  sex. 

The  Dukakis  administration’s  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  consider  condom  use  seemed 
destined  to  change  earlier  this  year  when  the 
Boston-based  PWA  [People  with  AIDS] 
Coalition  approached  DPH  about  funding 
subway  and  billboard  ads  promoting  con¬ 
doms  to  prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS,  accor- 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Blimey,  it’s 
London  Pride! 

LONDON  —  Approximately  25,000  lesbians,  gay  men,  bisexual  people  and  their  supporters  descended 
on  the  streets  of  London  for  that  city’s  annual  Pride  march  June  30.  The  parade  route  wound  through  the 
city  and  ended  with  a  rally  and  festival  in  Kennington  Park. 

There  were  few  reported  incidents  of  controversy  within  the  loud  and  proud  bunch  of  queers,  although 
the  ever-active  ACT  UP/London  staged  a  small  zap  action  against  a  table  set  up  by  the  Marxist  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Party.  ACT  UP  decried  the  Party's  assertions  that  the  concept  of  safe  sex  is  a  government  con¬ 
spiracy,  that  in  reality  there  is  no  such  thing  as  safe  sex  and  that  heterosexuals  are  not  susceptible  to  AIDS. 

□Christopher  Wittke 
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LINDA  HAAS 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Promotions  Coordinator 

Available  September.  Devise  strategies  to 
increase  sales  of  GCN  through  subscriptions, 
newsstands  and  bookstores.  Coordinate  direct 
mail  campaigns,  design  and  sending  of  renewal 
notices,  exchange  advertising,  VISA/MasterCard 
sales  and  other  promotions. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertising, 
marketing  and  finances  desirable.  Copy  writing 
ability  and  graphics/design  skills.  Familiarity  with 
computers. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  July  20, 1990 

Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads  and 
develop  strategies  for  increasing  advertising  sales. 
Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings.  Evaluate 
and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work 
with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational,  communi¬ 
cations,  and  record-keeping  skills.  Previous  sales 
or  marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  July  20, 1990 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Questions??:  Feel  free  to  call  617-426-4469  ] 
Ask  for  the  person  currently  holding  the  position 
you  are  interested  in  applying  for. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feel¬ 
ings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to 
ideas  expressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome 
all  contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contribu¬ 
tions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space 
available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of 
the  author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  —  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Vokes/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
Intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff,  Board  or  membership. 


Lesbian  Fantasy 

Dear  GCN: 

This  goes  in  the  late  category  —  it's  been  a 
hectic  life! 

I  was  browsing  through  the  Pride  issue 
(GCN,  June  10-16,  1990)  when  suddenly,  I 
found  myself  reading  a  lesbian  erotic  fanta¬ 
sy!  I  did  a  double  check.  No.  I  wasn't  reading 
Bad  Attitude,  Outrageous  Women  or  On  Our 
Backs.  But  something  similar  was  printed  in 
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GCN.  What  a  pleasant  surprise! !  And  unlike 
the  three  lesbian  erotic  magazines  men¬ 
tioned,  the  GCN  story  contained  no  hardcore 
sm.  I  assume  the  lesbian  sex  police  were  able 
to  handle  this,  and  that  you  were  not  trashed 
for  printing  such  fiction.  But  did  you  receive 
positive  responses??  Here,  in  the  better  late 
than  never  category,  is  mine.  I  enjoyed  the 
story,  and  would  love  to  see  more.  Just  say 
YES! 

Nancy  Irwin 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Sexism  is  sexism  no  matter 
what 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  interesting  to  read  about  the  open¬ 
ing  night  protest  at  Maximum  Security  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago.  I  am  opposed  to  sexism 
and  wish  that  all  bars  were  open  to  all  peo¬ 
ple,  whatever  their  sex,  skin  color,  sexual 
tastes,  or  age.  However,  I  recognize  that  not 
all  people  share  this  desire,  and  feel  that  peo¬ 
ple  should  be  able  to  associate  with  or  avoid 
whomever  they  wish.  And,  while  I  oppose 
efforts  to  compel  others  to  associate  with 
those  they  wish  to  avoid,  I  think  protests  like 
that  at  Maximum  Security  are  the  right  way 
to  show  one's  opposition  to  the  club’s  prac¬ 
tices. 

What  struck  me  about  this  action  was  the 
hypocrisy  of  the  protesters.  There  are  many 
other  sexist  establishments  and  practices  in 
"the  community,"  but  these  people  have  not 
seen  fit  to  picket  at  Crone’s  Harvest's 
women-only  events,  and  Rock  Against 
Sexism,  one  of  the  groups  that  endorsed  the 
protest,  has  had  at  least  one  women-only 
event  of  their  own  at  the  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  Women  customers  were  in 
Maximum  Security  the  night  of  the  protest. 
Where  were  the  men  at  RAS's  CRASH 
Course?  Sexism  is  sexism,  no  matter  who's 
doing  the  hating,  and  "anti-sexists"  like  those 
at  the  protest  would  be  more  credible  if  they 
were  more  consistent. 

Joe  Peacott 

■  Boston,  Mass. 

Removing  sexually  explicit 
material 

Dear  GCN: 

RE:  1-900  Advertisements:  I  asked  my 
therapist  if  he  would  like  copies  of  Gay 
Community  News  for  his  waiting  room  after 
I  am  done  with  them.  (He  does  have  The 
Advocate  there.)  I  was  prompted  to  suggest 
this  because  of  your  excellent  discussions  on 
women's  and  bisexual  issues.  After  looking 
at  a  copy  of  GCN,  he  declined  to  have  it  in 
his  waiting  room,  even  though  he  found  the 
articles  interesting.  His  refusal  was  because 
of  the  1-900  and  other  sexually  explicit 
advertising  which  he  feels  is  (1)  offensive  to 
women  clients,  and  (2)  inappropriate  for 
those  clients  who  are  dealing  with  issues  of 
sexual  addiction  recovery.  (He  removes  the 
sexually  explicit  advertising  section  from 
The  Advocate  before  putting  it  out.) 

Please  consider  printing  sexually  explicit 
ads  in  a  center  section  which  can  be 
removed.  This  way  GCN  could  be  easily 
made  available  in  settings  where  the  sexual 
ads  might  not  be  welcome  -  whether  that  be 
a  therapist's  office,  or  shared  with  family. 

I  appreciate  your  removal  of  these  ads 
from  the  back  cover  of  GCN  (perhaps  in 
response  to  an  earlier  letter  of  mine)  so  that  I 
can  continue  to  read  it  on  the  bus  without 
embarrassment. 

I  am  still  concerned  that  gay  newspapers 
are  relying  heavily  on  advertisers  who  profit 
from  our  feelings  of  isolation  and  offer  sex 
(?)  as  a  substitute  for  a  sense  of  community.  I 
wonder  what  will  happen  to  GCN  if  tele¬ 
phone  sex  ads  disappear.  I  don't  want  GCN 
to  disappear  with  them! 

Mike  Ramey 

■  Seattle,  Wash. 

More  investigative  reporting 
needed  on  prison  life 

Dear  GCN 

Because  the  Gay  Community  News  staff 
and  contributing  writers  do  not  write  articles 
on  the  day-to-day  struggles  of  Gay  people 
behind  the  Wall  (prison),  the  non-prisoner 
reader  may  perhaps  tend  to  think  that  Gay 
people  in  prison  aren't  catching  hell.  Allow 
me  to  state  that  although  your  "Community 
Voices"  section  prints  many  letters  from  Gay 
prisoners,  the  absence  of  investigative 
reporting  leaves  a  void  in  an  area  that 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


We  will  not  be  silent  for  silence  equals  death 

by  Benjamin  Incerti 


My  name  is  Benjamin  Incerti.  I  am  HIV 
positive  and  I  represent  ACT  UP/Boston.  We 
want  to  know  why  the  Pride  Committee 
neglected  to  have  a  PWA  or  PW-ARC  or  an 
HIV-infected  person  as  a  speaker....  Speakers 
were  voted  for.  When  people  hold  elections, 
guess  what,  folks?  PWAs  don't  win.  HIV  and 
AIDS  people  need  to  be  represented  by  then- 
own  groups  so  they  can  speak  for  them¬ 
selves.  It's  the  duty  of  the  Pride  organizers  to 
see  to  it  that  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
hears  what  PWAs  have  to  say.  It  is  shameful 
that  the  Pride  Committee  failed  to  see  this 
point.  And  I  encourage  next  year's  committee 
not  to  make  this  same  mistake,  but  to  include 
PWAs  fully  and  completely  in  this  process. 
The  lesbian  and  gay  community’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  PWAs  and  HIV-positive  people  is 
unwavering.  It  must  lead  our  agenda  at  gay 
and  lesbian  pride  celebrations. 

I  am  proud  to  represent  ACT-UP  here 
today  -  the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power.  We  exist  to  fight  a  guerilla  war 
against  AIDS.  We  exist  because  we  have  to. 
We  exist  because  we  cannot  and  will  not  put 
our  lives  in  the  hands  of  George  Bush,  or 
Dan  Quayle,  or  Jesse  Helms,  or  Cardinal 
Law.  We  are  visible  -  and  vocal  -  because  in 
the  Reagan-Bush  years,  they  wanted  us  to  be 
invisible... to  just  go  away...to  just  not  act  up. 
But  we  will  not  go  away. 

During  Ronald  Reagan's  eight-year  reign 
of  terror,  he  did  not  publicly  use  the  word 
"AIDS"  once.  Not  at  all.  Never.  And  in  the 
fight  against  AIDS,  that  is  the  least  of  his 
crimes.  Now,  what  has  George  Bush  done  for 
us?  George  Bush  planted  a  tree  for  Ryan 
White.  We  want  leadership  and  money  to 
fight  this  war,  not  symbolism.  The  entire 
AIDS  research  budget  to  date  has  been  less 
than  the  cost  of  one  Stealth  Bomber. 

We  will  never  just  go  away.  George  Bush 
and  his  henchmen  will  never  be  able  to  wash 


away  our  blood  from  their  hands.  I  said 
before  that  I  am  living  with  HIV  infection.  I 
found  that  out  four  years  ago.  I  went  to 
Harvard  Community  Health  with  swollen 
lymph  nodes.  One  doctor  recommended  a 
biopsy.  "Maybe  it's  Hodgkins  disease,"  she 
said.  I  was  sent  to  one  of  Harvard's  surgeons. 
His  advice?  "Go  home.  There's  no  need  for  a 
biopsy.  You  should  know  the  story.  You  have 
AIDS." 

But  when  any  of  us  demand  compassion 
and  dignity,  no  one  seems  to  know  what  we 
are  talking  about.  It's  really  very  simple. 
Although  it  may  be  different  stops  on  the 
same  train,  people  with  HIV  infection,  AIDS, 
or  ARC  need  to  be  treated  as  individuals.. .to 
have  quality  care  which  addresses  our  own 
personal  health  status.  We  must  not  be  sent 
down  a  medical  assembly  line  for  a  handful 
of  pills  and  injections  and  astronomical  insur¬ 
ance  and  hospital  bills.  That  ensures  poverty, 
not  recovery.  We  cannot  be  put  on  a  medical 
treadmill  that  leads  nowhere  for  us,  but  that 
leads  to  Nobel  Prizes  for  them.For  two  years, 
I've  taken  500  milligrams  of  AZT  every  day. 
Now,  I  take  AZT  plus  aerosolized  pentami¬ 
dine.  I  feel  like  I  am  running  out  of  time.  But 
I  feel  fortunate  in  a  lot  of  ways,  too.  There 
are  many  other  people  whose  story  is  much 
more  grim.  And  many  more  who  are  no 
longer  here  to  tell  their  story. 

From  a  very  personal  point  of  view,  that  is 
why  I  speak  here  today.  I  can  be  involved.  I 
can  be  active.  I  am  able  to  fight.  I  was  among 
more  than  a  thousand  AIDS  activists  from 
around  the  country  who  stormed  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  in  Bethesda,  Md.,  on 
May  21.  Twelve  of  us  from  Boston  were 
arrested,  along  with  about  80  others  from 
places  like  New  York,  Texas,  and  Oklahoma. 
Some  say  we  use  radical  tactics  to  be  heard. 
Maybe  they're  right.  We  did  have  the  audaci¬ 
ty  to  demand  full  access  to  AIDS  treatment 


for  everyone  -  all  people  who  are  HIV-posi¬ 
tive  -  no  matter  their  age,  race,  color,  or  gen¬ 
der.  We  had  the  nerve  to  demand  more 
money  for  AIDS  research... to  demand  equal 
rights  and  an  end  to  discrimination. ..to 
demand  access  and  treatment  to  new  drugs 
for  people  with  AIDS  now. 

People  with  AIDS  don't  have  time  to  wait. 
And  for  these  radical  and  subversive 
demands,  we  were  beaten,  clubbed,  gassed 
and  jailed.  I  am  angry  about  that.  I  am  angry 
at  the  violence  against  people  who  are  HIV¬ 
positive.  Not  so  much  the  kind  of  violence 
from  fists  and  clubs  and  mace.  But  the  kind 
of  violence  from  delays,  foot-dragging  and 
miles  of  red  tape  the  government  and  medical 
establishment  uses  to  strangle  us.  Let's  look 
at  the  facts... 

•  There  is  violence  in  the  fact  that  there  is 
one  AIDS  death  every  11  minutes. 

•  The  United  States  government  has 
resources  -  scientific,  technical,  and  financial 
-  to  develop  treatments  which  can  make 
AIDS  a  chronic  manageable  disease.  We 
must  harness  those  resources  NOW!  People 
with  AIDS  don't  have  time  to  wait  for  medi¬ 
cal  referees  and  FDA  regulators.  The  lack  of 
a  single  staff  person  kept  aerosolized  pen¬ 
tamidine  from  being  tested  for  13  months 
after  an  NIH  committee  earmarked  it  as  "high 
priority."  Sixteen  thousand  Americans  died 
from  that  delay.  President  Bush  and  Congress 
must  increase  funding  for  AIDS  research 
NOW!  We  cannot  afford  to  wait. 

•  We  must  end  medical  apartheid  now.  We 
must  open  drug  trials  to  all  people  with  HIV 
infection  -  women,  people  of  color,  present 
and  former  drug  users,  and  pediatric  AIDS 
victims. 


•  We  must  end  blind  drug  studies  which 
use  placebos.  It  is  unconscionable  to  with¬ 
hold  possibly  life-saving  treatments  from 
anyone. 

•  We  must  fight  SB1578,  a  bill  which 
would  deny  us  our  constitutional  rights  to 
freedom  of  information  in  Massachusetts.  We 
must  defeat  the  Burroughs-Wellcome  bill! 

•  We  must  continue  to  fight  for  needle 
exchange  programs  and  for  condom  distribu¬ 
tion  in  our  schools. 

•  We  demand  access  to  new  experimental 
drugs  NOW!  Less  conservatism,  more 
action!  President  Bush  and  Congress  must 
increase  funding  for  AIDS  research  and  edu¬ 
cation  NOW! 

Finally,  we  cannot  be  silent.  We  must  act 
up  for  our  lives.  One  week  from  today  -  June 
16  -  ACT  UP/Boston,  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  and  many 
other  groups  will  be  in  front  of  Holy  Cross 
Cathedral  in  the  South  End.  We  will  confront 
Cardinal  Law.  He  is  against  opening  health 
clinics  in  public  schools  for  fear  that  young 
people  will  get  information  about  sex  or 
access  to  contraception.  His  opposition  to 
AIDS  education  is  a  threat  to  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  sexually  active  teens  and  rein¬ 
forces  the  myth  that  AIDS  is  confined  to  gay 
men  and  drug  addicts.  And  after  fighting 
unsuccessfully  against  the  gay  rights  bill,  he 
now  works  to  repeal  it. 

We  will  go  and  be  visible.  We  will  be 
vocal.  We  will  not  be  silent,  for  silence 
equals  death. 


deserves  some  consistent  attention.  And 
your  annual  poetry  spread,  though  it's 
always  informative,  is  insufficient  to  ade¬ 
quately  inform  the  public  at  large  about 
what  it's  like  to  be  Gay  in  prison. 

Moreover,  about  the  State's  complicity  in 
the  oppression  of  Gay  prisoners.  The  masses 
at  large  should  know  that  today,  1990,  Gay 
people  behind  the  Wall  are  not  only  being 
oppressed,  but  that  they  are  literally 
enslaved.  Buying  and  selling  passive  Gay 
prisoners  is  commonplace  here  at  the 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary.  Our  keepers 
are  fully  aware  of  this  illicit  and  criminal 
indulgence.  From  time  to  time  there  are 
killings  or  stabbing  involving  former  Gal- 
boys  (someone  who  has  been  brutally  and 
sexually  raped,  enslaved  and  exploited)  and 
non-Gal-boys,  and/or  the  want-to-be-straight 
prisoner.  In  most  instances  the  want-to-be- 
straight  has  aggressed  upon  the  former  Gal- 
boy,  giving  him  a  rude  ultimatum  to  either 
be  his  slave  or  be  killed.  When  a  battle 
ensues,  if  the  predator  is  hurt,  our  keepers 
use  this  incident  to  line  their  pockets  with 
loot  or  to  deepen  their  dehumanization  of  us. 

Putting  one  group  of  prisoners  against 
another  group  of  prisoners  is  one  of  the 
secrets  (and  chief  schemes)  of  how  they 
secure  and  control  us.  And  if  nothing  is 
frankly  done  to  put  a  thorough  end  to  their 
practice  in  such  affairs,  they  will  continue 
their  treacherous  wrongs. 

Rebuild, 
Albert  Chui  Clark 
79909,  CCR,  D-tier-4 
LA  State 

h  Penitentiary 

Angola,  LA  70712 

A  letter  would  help 

Dear  GCN: 

Help!  My  life  is  being  threatened  by  some 
gay  bashing  inmates  and  I'm  being  forced  to 
choose  between  complete  isolation  and 
going  back  into  'general  population'  where 
they  are.  This  is  driving  me  crazy.  I  would 
like  to  get  into  a  'protection'  wing  where  the 
isolation  is  not  so  complete.  I  believe  a 
little  interest  shown  from  die  outside  would 
help  me  tremendously.  Please  consider  writ¬ 
ing  me  and  asking  for  details  so  that  you 
can,  is  you  decide  to,  write  a  letter  of  sup¬ 
port  to  the  warden  (with  copies  to  the  gover¬ 
nor).  This  is  only  a  small  effort  from  you, 
and  it  means  a  great  deal  to  me! !  Thank  you 
so  much.  (PS:  Please  send  one  (only)  stamp- 


embossed  envelope  so  I  can  reply  quickly. 
They  don't  let  us  have  plain  stamped 
envelopes.  Thanks  again! 

[Prisoner  Project  note:  Tom  has  been  a 
reader,  poem  writer  and  artist  for  our  project 
for  a  while  now.  Please  consider  helping 
him  out.] 

Tom  Blankenship 
195-152 
Box  45699 
.  Lucasville,  OH 
■  45699 

Anti-gay  attitudes  explodingly 
high  in  Iowa  prisons 

Dear  GCN: 

Hello,  I  am  a  faithful  reader  of  GCN  and  I 
just  wondered  if  I  could  ask  the  other  read¬ 
ers  to  do  some  gay  prisoners  a  favor.  I 
would  like  to  say  that  the  treatment  of  gay 
prisoners  in  the  Iowa  Men's  Reformatory  is 
extremely  homophobic  and  behind  the 
times.  Anti-gay  attitudes  are  explodingly 
high  here  and  all  gay  or  suspected  gay  pris¬ 
oners  are  discriminated  in  all  areas  of  their 
prison  life,  where  they  work,  live,  spend  rec 
time,  who  they  associate  with,  etc.  Prison 
life  has  enough  emotional  tension  in  itself 
for  everyone,  so  why  are  prison  authorities 
allowed  to  increase  such  tension  because  of 
one's  sexuality?  People  of  society,  gay  pris¬ 
oners  need  your  help,  desperately!  If  you  are 
interested  in  finding  out  more  about  how 
you  can  help,  please  consider  writing  a  pris¬ 
oner,  in  your  state  or  not,  and  find  out  what 
can  be  done.  A  little  outside  interest  can  do 
great  things. 

Thank  you, 
John  Middleton 
Box  B -  803659 
Anamosa,  IA  52205 


Hello/Goodbye 


It's  not  exactly  that  we  forgot  to  mention 
the  major  staff  changes  that  have  happened 
around  here  in  the  past  few  months,  it’s  just 
that  our  collective  denial  mechanism  is  so 
acute  that  we've  simply  let  the  job  slide. 

Long-time  staff  person  Jennie  McKnight 
ages  ago,  when  she  left  the  paper  and  head¬ 
ed  back  to  her  hometown-area  on  the  West 


Coast.  In  her  almost  three  years  here,  Jennie 
-  more  than  most  staff  people  -  truly  came  to 
understand  the  revolving-door  policy 
regarding  GCN  positions.  Jennie  established 
herself  first  as  News  Editor  extraordinaire 
and  then  shifted  into  the  National 
Reporter/Circulation  Co-coordinator  posi¬ 
tion  for  about  a  year. 

Perhaps  Jennie's  fabulous  coverage  of  the 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Conference  in  recent 
weeks  led  you  to  believe  that  she  was  still 
here  or  that  you  were  there  or  that  we  were 
all  together,  or  something.  We  were  sorry  to 
see  Jennie  leave  and  miss  her  workhorse 
tendencies  around  the  office,  but  we're  "rilly 
glod"  she's  keeping  us  abreast  of  the  SF 
scene,  and  look  forward  to  seeing  her  byline 
in  our  pages  for  ages  and  ages. 

Chris  Nealon  became  our  new  National 
Reporter/Circulation  Co-coordinator  after 
Jennie  trained  him  and  trained  him  and 
trained  him.  Perhaps  it  took  us  so  long  to  get 
this  welcome  into  the  paper  because  his 
desk  is  as  neat  and  tidy  as  the  day  he  got 
here,  and  we  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  any¬ 
one  actually  occupies  it.  Oh,  sure,  he  gets 
articles  done,  and  he  oversees  every  other 
Friday  night  stuffing  party,  but  we  ask  you: 
Where  are  the  piles  of  unopened  mail  and 
periodicals  tossed  about  with  abandon?  We 
happily  welcome  Chris  to  the  GCN  collec¬ 
tive  and  promise  to  teach  him  how  to  be  a 
slob,  ASAP. 

And  now,  for  what  we  hope  will  be  our 
last  Hello/Goodbye  for  a  long,  long  time 
(but  we  won't  count  on  it)  ...  we'd  like  to  say 
"So  long"  to  Natalie  Diffloth,  who  was  our 
fearless  Coordinating  Editor  for  almost- 
exactly-to-the-day-one-year.  Natalie  accom¬ 
plished  oodles  while  she  was  here,  not  the 
least  of  which  was  her  spearheading  the 
campaign  that  is  pulling  us  into  the  age  of 
desktop  publishing.  Thank  you  for  every¬ 
thing,  Natalie,  especially  for  making  us  so 
tres  modeme.  Your  departure  also  brings  a 
tear  to  the  eye,  since  we're  sure  your  assis¬ 
tant  "Mary"  has  gone  with  you. 

A  great  big,  hairy  welcome  goes  out  to 
Frank  Strona  who  is  our  brand  spanking 
new  Coordinating  Editor.  Frank  joins  the 
collective  with  boundless  energy  and  much 
business  management  experience  (which 
will  be  extremely  handy  in  his  new  position) 
and  has  even  been  heard  to  say  "I  thrive  in 
crisis  situations."  Frank  Strona,  this  is  your 
life. 


SUSTAIN  GCN 


Join  the  growing  number  of 
GCN  Sustainers  who  donate 
$120  or  more  a  year  to  support 
GCN!  Become  a  Sustainer  and 
receive  a  free  subscription  for 
yourself,  two  12-week  gift  subs 
to  give  away,  our  in-house 
newsletter,  and  an  invitation  to 
our  annual  Sustainer  party. 

"The  movement  needs  the  kind  of  chal¬ 
lenging  and  provocative  coverage  that 
GCN  provides." 

-  Urvashl  Vald,  Director,  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force 

Name _ 

Addre  ss _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

□  I  want  to  make  a  tax-deductible 
pledge  of: 

□  $1000  □  $480 

□  $240  □  $180 

□  $120  □  Other  $ _ 

□  To  be  paid  in  how  many  equal 
installments? 

□  One  □  Two 

□  Three  □  Four 

Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 
order  to  GCN 

□  Bill  me  at  the  above  address 

□  Charge  my:  _ VISA  _ 

Mastercard _ 

Acct  #: _ 

Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount::  $ _  per  year 

Signature: _ 
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Marines 


Continued  from  page  I 

•  Barracks  Commander  Col.  Peter  Pace 
must  reconsider  evidence  and  acknowledge 
the  attack’s  anti-gay  nature; 

•  Both  Marine  and  police  officials  must 
condemn  “multi-faceted  bias-related 
crimes”  against  homosexuals,  “ranging 
from  epithets  to  homicide.” 

The  June  17  attack  continues  a  pattern  of 
intimidation  and  violence  —  a  “rampage,” 
said  Hyde  —  against  homosexuals 
documented  in  the  neighborhood  and 
beyond.  In  1980,  three  Marines  were  ar¬ 
rested  for  tossing  an  ignited  tear  gas  canister 
into  Remingtons’  location.  This  year, 
Marines  smashed  a  window,  kicked  in  an  in¬ 
ner  door,  and  repeatedly  harrassed 
customers  there. 

During  the  first  months  of  operation  near 
the  Marine  barracks  last  year,  Hill  Haven’s 
owner  reported  that  Marines  repeatedly 
harassed  women  customers.  In  February, 
several  Marines  were  thought  responsible 
for  setting  off  a  smoke  bomb  in  the  lesbian 
bar’s  stairwell. 

Marines  are  also  thought  to  be 
perpetrators  of  periodic  harassment  and 
violence  directed  at  gay  men  cruising  the 
Iwo  Jima  Memorial. 

Behind  Marine  enlistees’  hatred  for 
homosexuals  is  broad  oppression  from  the 
U.S.  Defense  Department,  said  Hyde, 
founder  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Military 
Freedom  Project  at  NGLTF.  “Why  should 
Marines  understand  we  have  as  much  right 
to  walk  these  streets  here  as  they  do?”  she 
asked.  Marine  Corps  leadership  “routinely 
persecutes  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  their  very 
own  ranks,  doing  their  jobs,  serving 
honorably  and  well.  They  get  thrown  out, 
beat  up.  Why  would  soldiers  think  civilian 
gay  people  would  be  any  different?” 

Also  marching  while  protesters  shouted, 
“Black,  white,  straight,  gay  —  Hate  crimes 
must  be  stopped  today,”  was  Eleanor 
Holmes  Norton,  candidate  for  the  D.C. 
Delegate  seat  in  Congress  and  head  of  the 
U.S.  Equal  Employment  Opportunities 
Commission  in  the  Carter  adminsitration. 
“The  outbreak  of  violence  has  been 
transferred  from  Black  people  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians,”  she  said.  “We’ve  got  to  make 
the  point  that  it’s  no  more  tolerable.  We 
can’t  let  homophobic  attacks  replace  racist 
attacks.”  □ 

Condom  ad 

Continued  from  page  3 

ding  to  the  PWA  Coalition’s  Steven  Busby. 
DPH  agreed  to  pay  for  the  PWA  Coalition- 
sponsored  ads,  and  the  concept  was  expand¬ 
ed  to  include  a  second  set  of  advertisements. 
These  were  developed  by  a  broad  network  of 
AIDS  service  agencies,  including  some  in 
Spanish  and  potentially  in  Portuguese,  which 
were  planned  to  run  side-by-side  with  the 
PWA  Coalition  ads,  and  explicitly  state  that 
they  were  sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Health. 

According  to  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  Steve  Huber,  these  ads  were  to  be 
funded  through  a  DPH  grant  administered 
by  Fenway.  Huber  said  that  while  both  sets 
of  advertisements  will  go  forward,  and  will 
be  paid  for  out  of  DPH  funds,  DPH’s 
wavering  on  whether  or  not  to  include  their 
name  on  the  posters  and  billboards  has 
resulted  in  long  time  delays.  “First  we  were 
planning  to  have  them  out  by  June  1,  then 
we  were  thinking  July  1,”  said  Huber. 
“Now,  it  looks  like  it  won’t  be  until  the 
fall,”  he  said. 

The  posters  in  question  have  the  words 
“Put  a  condom  between  you  and  AIDS”  in 
red,  white  and  blue  letters  in  the  English  ver¬ 
sion.  The  Spanish  ad  carries  the  message 
translated  as  “A  condom  is  the  best  defense 
against  AIDS,”  according  to  Kessler.  The 
PWA  Coalition  posters  and  billboards  read 
“The  PWA  Coalition  has  enough  members 
—  use  a  condom.  ”  The  group’s  other  poster 
has  a  more  generic  condom  message,  origin¬ 
ally  conceived  as  a  simple  graphic  without 
words.  However,  according  to  Busby,  that 
design  was  too  controversial.  “It  might  sug¬ 
gest  that  condoms  could  be  used  for  birth 
control,  or  the  prevention  of  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,”  Busby  said,  “and 
Dukakis  certainly  couldn’t  be  associated 
with  that.” 

According  to  Busby  and  all  the  AIDS  ser¬ 
vice  providers  contacted  for  this  article,  the 
unwillingness  to  be  publicly  associated  with 
condom  advocacy  does  not  come  from  the 
DPH’s  AIDS  Office,  but  from  Johnston  and 
Dukakis.  “The  problem  with  the  last  [state 
government)  reorganization  under  Dukakis 
is  that  it  placed  the  Department  of  Public 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  of  rad  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Tuesday  •  July  17, 1990 
Old  south  Church 

Dartmouth  and  Boylston  Sts. 
Copley  Sq.  •  Boston  •  7:30  PM 

Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


Now  available 
"We  are  Family" 
produced  by 
Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in  Women  Artists 
and  Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 


Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes  in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  SOUTH  ST.,  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
HOURS:  MONDAY-SATURDAY  10-9  SUNDAY  12-9 


DLC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456*3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos]  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offeriing  country  charm.  2.  a  vaction  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

11/2  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  and  Leslie 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


-- 

■ 

S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hoskcn  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 

thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates  » 

Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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The  Lavender  Empire  Series 


On  June  22,  1990,  history  was 
made.  The  most  famous  building 
in  America  was  illuminated  in  lav¬ 
ender  to  celebrate  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride. 


Art  Services  is  offering  this  his¬ 
toric  moment  in  three  dramatic 
images  reproduced  in  full  color 
posters  and  postcards. 


r 


Womencrafts 

-  Across  the  street 
from  our  old  location. 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for: 

Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


OREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Paris . $319  OW 

London . $249  OW 

Miami . $117  OW 

Caracas . $160  OW 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 

1*900*999*8500 


Just  75C I  minute 


(SI  .50  tor  1st  mm.) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to  availabili¬ 
ty,  tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82Glenville  Ave.,  *11 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)783-3965 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

332  Newbury  St 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W.  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

■Repairs  -Paris  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  M  A  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 

Books  of  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa,  Central 
America,  Gay  6  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L-  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOUSTJC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

45  Newbury  St,  Suite  333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266-8564 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Excellent 
References  -  I  do  windowsl 

COMPUTER  SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

.  ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COM  MONHEALTH,  INC. 

42  Pleasant  St.  Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535  Dan  or  Meg 


THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procacdni,  LICSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSEUNG  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  M A  021 39 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  491  0968 
Counseling  lor  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  4  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 

596  Tremonl  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  SI. 

Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  M A  021 38 
(617)876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  SI. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parlies,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBUSHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmul  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-ln  or  appl.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)266-8122.  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St..  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Menial  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  SI. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Ottering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge.  M  A  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  (or  appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

WELLNESS  CENTER 

Comprehensive  6-week 
residency  program  for  HIV  ♦ 
asymptomatic  individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE. 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  4  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 

241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  M-Sat..  12-7 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 

BETH  WALSH  C.M.T. 

Sports  massage,  pain  relief, 
relaxation  techniques. 
(617)623-7258. 

MEDIATION  ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  lor 
non-traditional  relationships 
Pal  Reeve  and  Carole  Spear 
(617)  524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 

Interior  Painting  Quality  work 
at  reasonable  rates.  Call  lor 
estimate  (617)  536-5569 

PRlNTINfi. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage:  Jay 
Littell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M A  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 

654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

REUGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston  s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)782-8894 


METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Govt.  Ctr„  Sunday  Worship 
7  PM.  Open  to  all.  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  5:30  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  4  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSAUST 

Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  at 
Center.  Roxbury  4  Dudley 
Sts.,  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)445-1277 

RESTAURANTS. 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 

BOOKKEEPING/ 

FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  "Payroll 

•Tax  Preparation 

Call  Bob  at  (617)  292-6415 

WHOUSTIC  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

T  Shirt  Printing 

PO  Box  405  Rockport.  MA 

01966  (508)  546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 

Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

VIDEOS 

J  4  J  ENTERPRISES 
All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  S  novels  P.O.  Box 
438  Salem,  NH  03079 

WOMEN'S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor  Woman 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  W  8  PM-1 
AM,  Th.  4.  PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM- 
2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 
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dava 

Not  a 
straight 
white  man 
writing 
about 
straight 
white  men 

by  Wayne  Curtis 


I  recently  talked  to  Michael  Nava,  the 
35-year-old  lawyer  and  author  about  his 
work  —  particularly  his  new  novel  How 
Town,  and  his  views  on  writing  and 
publishing  for  a  gay  audience.  Given  the 
success  he  has  enjoyed  over  the  last  five 
years,  Nava  is  in  a  position  many  gay  writers 
would  envy.  While  creating  unabashedly 
gay  protagonists,  he  has  received  positive 
recognition  from  mainstream  reviewers,  and 
a  two-book  deal  from  Harper  &  Row 
publishers  (recently  renamed  Harper- 
Collins).  The  success  of  How  Town  firmly 
establishes  Nava  as  one  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community’s  leading  literary  figures. 
(See  accompanying  review.) 

Nava  was  born  in  Sacramento,  Califor¬ 
nia,  to  second-generation  Mexican- 
Americans.  ‘‘I  grew  up  in  a  barrio  called 
Gardenland,  ”  he  says.  ‘7  am  the  second 
oldest  of  six  children,  and  I  am  the  only  one 
who  made  it  out  of  there.  ” 

Reserved,  guarded,  and  usually  quite 
serious,  Nava  displays  the  qualities  that 
helped  him  get  through  adolescence.  “I 
knew  1  was  gay  when  I  was  12,  which  was 
not  a  good  thing  to  be  in  my  family  situa¬ 
tion.  I  knew  I  had  to  leave  Sacramento,  to 
throw  myself  at  the  world  and  hope  it  didn  ’t 
throw  me  back.  ” 

High  school  class  president  and  valedic¬ 
torian,  Nava  went  off  to  Colorado  College 
and  Stanford  Law  School  before  becoming 
a  Los  Angeles  city  prosecutor  in  1981.  His 
three  years  in  that  position  gave  him  first¬ 
hand  exposure  to  the  types  of  characters 
that  would  populate  his  novels,  the  first  of 
which,  The  Little  Death,  was  published  by 
Alyson  Publications  in  1986.  He  also  edited 
Finale  (Alyson,  1989),  a  collection  of 
mysteries,  and  is  currently  soliciting 
manuscripts  for  a  gay  and  lesbian  Latino/a 
anthology  due  to  be  published  by  Alyson. 

GCN:  In  an  article  in  the  ‘Lambda  Book  Report’  a 
year  or  so  ago,  you  wrote  that  it  was  time  for  gay 
writers  to  get  on  with  the  business  of  living,  that 
we  had  focussed  for  too  long  on  the  coming-out 
process.  How  have  you  strived  to  accomplish  that 
in  your  own  writing? 

Michael  Nava:  The  focus  of  my  own  identity 
has  shifted  away  from  being  just  a  homosex¬ 
ual... part  of  it  is  being  a  lawyer,  part  is  being 
Latino.  I  live  in  more  than  one  dimension. 
When  1  read  books,  I  look  for  characters 
who  also  live  in  more  than  one  dimension. 
I’m  tired  of  characters  who  are  only  gay,  for 
whom  that  is  the  limit  of  their  identity. 

In  my  own  writing,  I  try  to  depict  the 
reality  in  which  I  live,  which  in  California  is 
multi-ethnic,  multi-cultural,  and  certainly 
multi-sexual  orientation.  I  live  in  a  very  rich 
world  here,  and  1  try  to  depict  it  with  some 
veracity.  That  is  one  of  my  goals  as  a  writer, 
to  accurately  paint  a  picture  of  my  world. 

How  do  you  feel  that  you  and  Henry  Rios  have 
grown  and  changed  in  the  years  between  ‘The  Lit¬ 
tle  Death’  and  ‘How  Town?’ 

Well,  there  have  been  momentous 
upheavals  in  my  life.  I  split  with  my  lover  of 
nine  years,  I  got  sober,  I  went  into  therapy 
to  deal  with  some  issues  of  my  sexuality 
which  1  had  yet  to  confront....  During  the 
last  two  years,  during  the  writing  of  How 
Town,  I  was  in  a  state  of  great  emotional 
upheaval.  I’m  a  different  person  than  when 
I  wrote  The  Little  Death.  Then  I  was  an 
upper-class  suburban  housewife, 
basically...  [laughs]. ..and  I  don’t  quite 
know  what  I  am  now,  but  I’m  not  that 
anymore. 

I  have  in  the  past  been  as  distant  from  my 
feelings  internally  as  I  have  been  externally. 
I  hate  to  sound  like  a  Californian,  but  I  do 
think  that  now  I  am  a  lot  more... centered 
these  days. 

I  think  Henry  has  reflected  some  of  that. 
His  ruminations  are  not  as  desperate  and 
bleak.  He  has  a  richer  interior  life  now,  and 
is  more  accepting  of  himself  than  he  was.  I 
also  think  he  has  allowed  a  little  passion  to 
come  into  his  life  in  the  form  of  his  lover, 
and  has  been  willing  to  interact  with  another 
human  being  on  an  intimate  level,  as  oppos¬ 
ed  to  interacting  with  others  only  as  their 
protector  in  the  court  of  justice. 

Since  it  seems  Henry  has  been  dealing  with 
many  of  the  same  issues  that  you  have,  how  much 
has  writing  been  of  a  therapeutic  value  for  you 
through  these  times? 

That’s  an  interesting  question.  It  hasn’t 
really  been  therapy  for  me.  If  I  have  a  great 
upheaval  in  my  life,  I’ll  probably  end  up 
writing  about  it.  I  mean,  Henry  is  also  a 
recovering  alcoholic,  but  I  didn’t  put  that  in 
there  because  I  was  trying  to  work  out  my 
own  feelings  about  it.  I’m  fairly  clear  about 
how  I  feel  about  it  —  it  saved  my  life.  It  was 
also  the  biggest  thing  going  on  in  my  life  at 
the  time  I  wrote  about  it. 


A  few  years  ago  you  were  quoted  as  saying,  in 
no  uncertain  terms,  that  you  and  Henry  Rios  are 
not  the  same  person.  Yet,  particularly  in  ‘How 
Town,’  there  seems  to  be  so  much  blurring  be¬ 
tween  your  life  and  early  background,  and  the 
background  that  Rios  confronts  as  he  works 
through  the  tangle.  Is  this  book  a  belated  coming- 
out,  or  “coming-to-grips”  novel  for  you? 

That’s  another  good  question. ..[pause],  I 
don’t  think  I’d  describe  How  Town  as  a 
coming-out  book.  I  do  think  you’re  ac¬ 
curate  in  calling  it  a  “coming-to-grips”  book 
because  when  Henry  goes  back  to  his 
hometown  he  realizes  that  there  is  a  big  gap 
in  his  knowledge  of  himself.  I  have  to  say 
that  I’ve  not  had  that  experience,  and  to 
some  extent  I  was  projecting  a  fantasy  onto 
Henry.  In  that  sense  we’re  not  the  same  per¬ 
son.  I  gave  him  a  similar  background  and 
then  had  him  go  work  it  out,  but  I  haven’t 
worked  it  out  yet. 


One  characteristic  of  your  writing  is  that  there 
is  such  an  emotional  depth  to  it  that  its  hard  to 
characterize  it  as  genre  fiction.  Can  Michael  Nava 
write  just  fluff? 

No.  I  can’t  [chuckles].  My  agent  asked  me 
at  one  point  if  I  could  write  one  of  those 
mechanical  whodunits,  and  I  can’t.  I  am  a 
very  serious  human  being  [laughs],  which 
doesn’t  mean  that  I  can’t  be  funny  some¬ 
times,  but  I  take  life  at  a  very  serious  level, 
especially  in  my  writing.  It’s  impossible  for 
me  not  to  be  concerned  with  nuance  and 
detail  and  depth. 

In  an  interview  you  did  right  after  ‘Goldenboy’ 
was  published,  you  said  that  you  were  begining  to 
turn  your  attention  to  various  issues  that  you 
wanted  to  address  in  your  writing.  At  that  point 
you  said  that  your  next  novel  would  deal  with 
pedophilia.  Is  there  a  new  issue  that  you  feel  is 
drawing  you  toward  it? 


In  many  ways  its  a  continuation  of  How 
Town.  I  want  to  write  about  addiction, 
drug  and  alcohol  addiction.  And  I  want  to 
write  about  the  effects  of  that  on  the  family. 
A  lot  of  mystery  writers  I  know  are  writing 
about  “DRUGS,”  and  I  also  want  to  write 
about  drugs,  but  I  want  to  come  at  it  from  a 
completely  different  angle.  I  want  to  talk 
about  the  addict,  rather  than  about  the 
“cops  and  robbers”  aspect,  which  holds 
very  little  interest  for  me.  And  I  want  to 
write  about  the  psychology  of  addiction  and 
spin  that  out  into  a  mystery.  That’s  what  the 
next  Rios  book  will  be,  which  I’m  tentative¬ 
ly  calling  The  Hidden  Law. 

Over  the  course  of  the  last  few  books,  Henry 
has  developed  an  interesting  family  of  characters, 
from  his  new  partner  in  ‘How  Town’  to  his  private 
investigator  to  his  lover,  and  others.  Does  the 
growth  of  this  supporting  cast  indicate  a  long-term, 
many-book  commitment  to  Henry  Rios,  a  la 
Joseph  Hansen  and  Dave  Brandstetter? 

Umm,  I  don’t  know.  1  never  actually  set 
out  to  create  a  family  for  Henry,  these 
characters  just  sort  of  stuck  around.  And  I 
didn’t  know  Henry  was  going  to  take  Stein 
for  his  partner  until  1  got  to  that  chapter. 
After  I  finished  the  book  I  sort  of  panicked 
because  I  realized  I  had  him  moving  to  Los 
Angeles,  so  I’ve  got  to  do  something  about 
him.  I  think  I’ve  sort  of  maxed  Henry  out  on 
supporting  cast.  Fortunately  I  don’t  have  to 
use  them  all  in  every  book,  or  I’d  really  have 
trouble  keeping  my  story  straight. 

I  like  the  character  of  Henry  Rios.  I  see  at 
least  another  couple  of  books  with  him  in 
them  because  I’m  not  finished  with  him  yet. 
But  I  don’t  know  if  I  can  do  what  Joe 
Hansen  does.  He’s  now  working  on  his 
twelfth  Brandstetter  book.  It  stops  being 
challenging  as  a  writer  at  some  point  and  I 
need  that  challenge. 

Do  you  mean  that  you  can  get  to  know  a 
character  too  well?  You  said  you  were  surprised 
that  Henry  took  Stein  as  a  partner....  Are  you  en¬ 
thralled  by  the  idea  that  your  own  characters  can 
surprise  you? 

Yeah,  and  particularly  Henry,  since 
everyone  assumes  that  I’m  Henry.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  if  you  know  me  only  from  my 
work....  Now,  if  .you’ve  spent  much  time 
with  me  you  know  we’re  not  the  same  char¬ 
acter.  I  like  it  that  Henry  is  becoming  less  of 
an  emotional  control  freak,  so  he  has  quirks 
now.  He  reacts  in  ways  that  surprise  me. 

Does  it  bother  you  that  some  readers  dismiss 
genre  fiction  like  science  fiction  or  mystery  — 
anything  but  the  serious,  literary  gay  novel  —  as 
trivial,  or  somehow  less  important,  when  what 
you’re  trying  to  write  is  really  much  more  than 
that? 

Yeah,  it  really  annoys  me  that  straight 
people,  by  and  large,  if  they  come  to  a  book 
that  has  a  gay  character  as  the  protagonist, 
will  say  “This  is  a  gay  book  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  me.”  It  just  shows  a  lack  of  im- 
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agination  on  the  part  of  heterosexual 
readers  who  refuse  to  believe  that  they  could 
learn  anything  from  the  experience  of  some¬ 
one  who  is  different  from  them. 

When  a  gay  reader  or  reviewer  says,  “Oh, 
this  is  a  gay  ‘mystery’  and  so  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  me  because  it’s  not  a  literary 
novel,”  it’s  just  as  annoying  as  the  straight 
response. 

Do  you  ever  consider  giving  up  the  mystery? 

I  do  sometimes  despair  continuing  in  the 
field  of  mystery,  because  I  feel  I’m  in  two 
ghettos  at  this  point.  Frankly,  I  feel  I  write 
as  well  as  any  gay  writer  writing  today,  and  I 
resent  being  dismissed  by  straight  readers  as 
a  gay  writer  and  as  a  mystery  writer  by  gay 
people. 

But,  I’ll  continue  to  write  about  crime 
because  the  great  themes  of  justice  and 
morality  get  played  out  in  a  much  more 
direct  way  than  in  any  other  type  of  fiction. 

I  was  particularly  reminded  of  you  when 
reading  an  article  recently  on  Scott  Turow  and  his 
new  novel,  because  he  is  heralded  as  a  similar  kind 
of  writer  using  a  very  similar  kind  of  writing  to  get 
across  very  similar  messages,  and  yet  he  is  on  the 
cover  of  ‘Time,’  getting  half-million  dollar  ad¬ 
vances  and  millions  in  the  sale  of  paperback  rights, 
and  your  two-book  deal  totaled  just  $30,000.  Is  this 
just  the  prejudice  against  gay  writing  coming  out? 


That’s  a  complicated  question.  In  the 
abstract,  it  does  reflect  the  homophobia  in 
the  publishing  industry  that  a  writer  like 
Scott  Turow,  who  is  in  my  opinion  a  not 
particularly  good  writer  and  from  a  political 
standpoint  a  repellant  writer,  gets  so  much 
attention,  whereas  other  similar  writers  — 
not  just  me,  but  writers  like  Katherine  For¬ 
rest  and,  on  the  straight  side  Sarah  Peretsky 
—  don’t  get  that  kind  of  attention  because 
we’re  not  straight  white  men  writing  about 
straight  white  men. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  sound  bitter  about  it 
because  I  don’t  begrudge  Turow  his  success. 
I  have  every  expectation  that  I’ll  have  my 
success.  I  don’t  want  his  success,  I  want  my 
own,  in  whatever  form  that  takes. 

I  remember  reading  that  you  were  at  one  time 
working  on  a  novel  about  lawyers,  not  a  mystery. 
Is  that  something  you’re  still  working  on? 

Well,  its  something  that  I  finished  about 
halfway  through  and  put  away,  and  I  don’t 
know  if  I’ll  ever  return  to  it.  I  think  my 
motivation  for  writing  it  was  wrong.  I  was 
trying  to  write  a  mainstream  novel,  although 
one  of  the  major  characters  was  gay.  It 
didn’t  feel  close  to  me  in  the  way  that  the 
Rios  novels  do.  So,  I  just  stopped  writing  it. 
I  have  to  admit  that  there  have  been  periods 
in  my  writing  career,  which  has  only  been  six 
years,  when  people  have  come  to  me  and 
said,  “You  know,  if  you  could  write  a 
mainstream  novel  you  could  be  a  Scott 
Turow,”  and  I  was  seduced  by  that.  But  I’m 
not  seduced  by  that  anymore.  First  of  all,  I 
no  longer  believe  it;  and  second,  I’m  not 
really  interested  in  writing  a  novel  just  to 
make  money. 

Your  career  started  by  sending  an  unsolicited 
manuscript  over  the  transom  of  a  small  gay 
publisher.... 

Yes,  it  did.... 

And  you  subsequently  moved  to  a  New  York 
publishing  house.  Is  there  any  one  overriding  feel¬ 
ing  that  accompanied  you  as  you  went  through 
that  period  of  change? 

Well,  [pause]  I  think  every  writer  wants  to 


have  as  wide  an  audience  as  possible, 
because  we  don’t  write  these  things  for  our 
own  amusement,  no  matter  what  we  say.  I 
knew  that  wouldn’t  be  possibe  with  Alyson 
because  of  the  way  their  distribution  and 
marketing  is  set  up.  So  I  knew  that  if  it  was 
going  to  be  possible  for  me,  at  some  point  I 
would  go  to  a  larger  publisher,  and  I  com¬ 
municated  that  to  Sasha  Alyson  fairly  early 
on  and  we  talked  about  it  intermittently. 
Gay  publishers’  distribution  is  limited, 
frankly,  and  if  any  of  us  is  going  to  get 
beyond  the  gay  market  —  which  may  be  an 
illusion  in  and  of  itself  —  we  need  to  have 
the  means  to  be  able  to  do  that.  And  also  the 
money  is  better,  although  not  that  much 
better. 

I  made  the  move  on  that  basis,  and  my  ex¬ 
perience  with  Harper  &  Row... excuse  me,  I 
mean  HarperCollins...has  been  pretty 
unpleasant,  actually.  With  the  possible  ex¬ 
ception  of  St.  Martin’s  and  Michael  Den- 
neny,  I  don’t  think  the  New  York  houses 
have  any  real  commitment  to  our  communi¬ 
ty  in  terms  of  supporting  its  literature.  They 
don’t  have  any  real  knowledge  of  our  com¬ 
munity,  and  they’re  absolutely  committed 
to  the  bottom  line.  The  moment  that  we  stop 
making  money  for  them  they’ll  drop  us.  I’ve 
become  more  convinced  than  ever  that  we 
need  the  small  gay  and  lesbian  publishing 
houses  because  those  are  the  people  who 
have  a  commitment  to  gay  and  lesbian 
literature. 

You’ve  talked  about  being  “seduced”  by  the 
lure  of  writing  for  the  mainstream  market... 
At  many  of  the  recent  conferences  and  seminars  on 
gay  and  lesbian  writing,  just  moving  from  the 
small  press  to  a  New  York  press  has  been  defined 
by  some  as  being  “seduced.”  How  would  you 
answer  the  charge  that  by  leaving  Alyson  in  the 
first  place  you  have  already  succumbed? 

Well,  I  don’t  know....  I  haven’t  been 
seduced.  I  made  the  conscious  decision  to 
reach  as  many  readers  as  I  could.  I’m  not 
responsible  for  the  structure  of  the 
publishing  industry.  I  want  my  books  read, 
so  I  went  to  a  house  that  could  distribute 
them  to  places  where  a  small  press  can’t. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ledger,  I  continue 
to  work  with  Alyson.  I  did  Finale  for  them, 
and  I’m  doing  an  anthology  for  them  of 
Latino  and  Latina  gay  and  lesbian  writing, 
so  I  haven’t  deserted  the  small  press,  I’ve 
just  broadened  my  scope.  That’s  how  I  live 
with  my  choices. 

Another  product  of  the  recent  activism  (like  the 
OutWrite  conference  and  the  Publishing  Triangle 
at  the  American  Booksellers  Association  Conven¬ 
tion  in  1989)  in  writing  circles  is  that  there  is  a  real 
divergence  between  the  adversarial  way  straight 
writers  view  the  publishing  industry  and  the  sym¬ 
pathetic  way  gay  writers  are  being  encouraged  to 
view  the  gay  publishing  industry.  What  do  you  feel 
about  this  —  are  gay  writers  and  publishers  in  a 
similar  adversarial  relationship,  or  are  we  all  on 
the  same  team? 

There  is  an  adversarial  relationship  be¬ 
tween  all  writers  and  publishers,  and  writers 
are  exploited  uniformly  by  publishers, 
whether  they’re  small  press  or  large  press. 
The  writer  who  does  not  look  after  himself  or 
herself  is  really  inviting  bitter  disillusionment. 

Having  said  that,  I  think  there  are 
degrees... it’s  true  that  gay  and  lesbian 
publishers  have  a  commitment  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  Perhaps  they  don’t  have  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  individual  writer,  but  they  do 
publish  works  that  affirm  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community.  They’re  willing  to  publish 
things  the  mainstream  publishers  won’t 
publish  and  they’re  willing  to  keep  their 
books  in  print  forever.  To  the  degree  that 
they  can,  they  take  a  more  personal  interest 
in  the  promotion  of  these  books  than  the 
mainstream  publishers  do.  But  on  another 
level,  I  think  its  true  that  gay  and  lesbian 
writers  have  to  look  out  for  themselves. 

You  know,  if  some  publisher  came  up  to 
me  and  said,  ‘  ‘I  want  you  to  write  this  book 
for  me,  but  I  can  only  give  you  a  thousand 
bucks  but  it’s  for  a  good  cause...”  [laughs]  I 
would  not  entertain  that  very  seriously. 

I  have  to  say  that  gay  and  lesbian  writers 
have  to  realize  that  in  working  with  a  small 
press  you’re  not  able  to  walk  in  and  demand 
a  $20,000  advance.  The  resources  are  much 
more  limited.  You  have  to  scale  your  expec¬ 
tations  to  fit  economic  realities;  but  within 
those  realities,  you  have  to  try  to  get  the  best 
deal  that  you  can. 

You  have  expressed  some  disappointment  in 
the  way  ‘How  Town’  has  been  treated.  I’m  sure 
other  writers  who  aspire  to  the  kind  of  acceptance 
you’ve  achieved  would  be  interested  in  your  ex¬ 
periences. 

The  lesson  I’ve  learned  —  and  although  it 
was  a  bitter  lesson,  I  guess  I’m  glad  I’ve 
learned  it  —  is  that  my  publisher  does  not 
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have  any  idea  how  to  market  a  book  by  a  gay 
writer  or  with  a  gay  protagonist.  It’s  start¬ 
ling,  considering  what  they’ve  paid  me  and 
that  they’ve  signed  me  to  a  two-book  deal, 
that  they  haven’t  done  the  routine  things 
like  calling  gay  journalists  and  asking  them 
if  they  wanted  to  talk  to  me.  I’ve  ended  up 
having  to  do  all  that  myself.  These  are  not 
things  I  particularly  enjoy,  and  I’m  a  bit 
pissed  off  that  I  have  to  do  them  all  myself. 

That’s  a  valuable  lesson  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  writers  to  know.  The  fact  that  these 
publishers  woo  us  and  sign  us  to  write  books 
for  them  doesn’t  imply  that  they  know  the 
first  thing  about  how  to  sell  our  books.  If 
you  think  that  by  going  from  an  Alyson  to  a 
HarperCollins  that  you’re  going  to  be  pro¬ 
moted  in  a  larger  or  more  efficient  way, 
you’re  probably  wrong. 

Knowing  what  you  know,  and  given  the  pros 
and  cons  of  being  at  the  small  press,  and  the  pros 
and  cons  of  being  wooed  by  a  New  York  house,  do 
you  regret  the  decision  to  accept  the  advance? 

No,  not  at  all.  The  one  thing  that  being 
published  by  a  big  house  has  given  me  is  a 
degree  of  credibility  that  I  didn’t  have 
before.  Now,  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
reality  of  being  published  by  an  Alyson  as 
opposed  to  HarperCollins  —  I  would  have 
been  much  happier  staying  with  Alyson  — 
but  it  has  opened  doors  for  me.  In  this 
status-crazy  society  that  we  live  in,  it  gets 
people’s  attention  to  say  that  I’ve  been 
published  by  Harper  &  Row.  Saying  I’ve 
been  published  by  Alyson  doesn’t. 

Since  How  Town  came  out,  I’ve  been  the 
subject  of  a  long  profile  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  and  a  review  in  the  Wall  Street  Jour¬ 
nal ,  and  these  are  things  which  I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  would  have  happened  had  I  remained 
with  a  small  press  —  even  though  I’m  the 
same  writer. 

And  I’m  grateful  for  that,  because  the 
straight  world  needs  to  know  that  there  are 
Henry  Rioses  around.  I’ve  had  some  very 
touching  letters  from  gay  people  about  that 
L.A.  Times  interview  particularly,  who  view 
Henry  Rios  as  a  role  model. 

Also,  it’s  helped  me  get  better  in  touch 
with  my  own  ethnicjty,  and  helped  me  to 
write  about  it.  I’ve  gotten  a  lot  of  response 
from  the  Latino  community,  particularly 
from  gay  Latinos.  There  is  such  a  hunger  in 
that  community  for  writers  who  talk  about 
the  experience  of  being  a  gay  Latino,  and 
there  are  so  few  people  out  there  who  have 
access  to  the  media  to  be  able  to  do  it. 

In  that  sense,  this  new  anthology  of 
Latino/Latina  gay  and  lesbian  writing  must  be  an 
exciting  project  Do  you  see  it  as  perhaps  a  more 
important  project  than  some  of  the  others  you’ve 
worked  on  in  the  past? 

I  certainly  think  it’s  as  important  as  the 
Rios  book  I’m  writing.  It’s  a  first,  as  far  as  I 
know.  I  really  hope  that  there’s  enough 
material  to  put  into  it  because  it  has  the 
potential  to  be  as  important  for  the  Latino 
community  as  In  the  Life  was  for  the  Afro- 
American  gay  community. 

I  would  also  hope  that,  unlike  In  the  Life, 
it  spawns  some  more  writing.  One  of  the 
complaints  I’ve  hear  fom  Black  writers  is 
that  there  was  In  the  Life  and  that  was  it. 
There  hasn’t  been  much  since  then. 

So  yes,  it  does  have  significance  that 
perhaps  my  other  work  doesn’t  have.  I  hope 
so  anyway.  □ 
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ward-winning  writer  Michael  Nava 
returns  to  the  bookshelves  this  sum¬ 
mer  with  his  third  Henry  Rios 
mystery,  How  Town.  Since  1986,  when 
Nava’s  first  novel.  The  Little  Death,  was 
received  with  choruses  of  praise  from  gay 
and  mainstream  reviewers,  Nava  has  pro¬ 
duced  an  impressive  body  of  well-written 
fiction.  His  second  novel,  Goldenboy 
(1988),  won  two  Lambda  Literary  Awards, 
including  the  award  for  Best  Gay  Mystery. 
Finale  (1989),  an  anthology  of  mystery  short 
stories  which  Nava  edited  (and  to  which  he 
contributed  an  excellent  piece  titled  “Street 
People”),  received  two  nominations  for 
1989  Lambda  awards. 

As  his  best  work  yet,  How  Town  will  most 
certainly  be  on  the  list  next  year.  Clearly, 
Nava  is  one  of  our  community’s  leading  lit¬ 
erary  figures,  and  one  of  our  most  prolific 
authors.  ( See  accompanying  interview.) 

How  Town  finds  lawyer/sleuth  Henry 
Rios  returning  to  his  hometown  to  take  on  a 
case  that,  once  again,  no  one  else  will  touch. 
Known  child  molester  Paul  Windsor  has 
been  accused  of  murdering  a  shadowy  kid¬ 
dy-porn  peddler  who  had  been  arranging 
for  Windsor  to  buy  a  little  girl  for  his 
pleasure.  The  evidence  against  Windsor  is 
purely  circumstantial,  but  his  prior  record 
—  and  the  wealth  his  family  has  accumulat¬ 
ed  over  the  years  from  high-profile  real 
estate  developments  —  make  it  highly  un¬ 
likely  that  he  will  receive  a  fair  hearing. 

Of  course,  as  the  case  develops  it  becomes 
much  more  complicated  and  suspenseful, 
but  while  Rios’s  investigation  progresses  he 
must  also  contend  with  the  ghosts  that  haunt 
his  own  childhood.  The  Windsor  family 
holds  a  special  place  in  Rios’s  past  —  during 
his  high  school  years  he  had  a  strong,  unre¬ 
quited  love  for  Paul  Windsor’s  older 
brother,  Mark.  The  Windsor’s  mother  also 
gave  Rios  his  first  brutal  dose  of  bigotry, 
forbidding  the  Latino  boy  from  the  poor 
part  of  town  access  to  their  swimming  pool. 

Adding  yet  another  layer  to  the  story, 
Nava  deals  unflinchingly  with  the  hot  topic 
of  pedophilia,  and  society’s  traditional  con¬ 
nection  between  child  molesters  and  homo¬ 
sexuals.  His  writing  is  at  its  most  powerful 
when  Rios  confronts  his  own  distaste  for 
Paul  Windsor’s  sexuality: 

“He  was  alive  when  I  left  him,”.  Paul 
said.  “Maybe  he  went  out  and  picked 
someone  up.  That’s  another  disadvantage 
of  being  attracted  to  boys.  Sometimes  they 
put  up  a  fight.” 

“The  coroner  says  McKay’s  head  was 
bashed  in...  Someone  was  very  disap¬ 
pointed  with  him.  How  disappointed  were 
you  not  to  find  the  girl  there?” 

That  wiped  the  smile  off  his  face.  “You 
can’t  believe  that  1  killed  him.” 

“If  I  disliked  you  enough  I  could,”  I 
said.  “If  I  was  a  juror  with  a  child,  a 
daughter,  I  might  convince  myself  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  weak  the  evidence  is.” 

“You’re  like  everyone  else,”  he  said  bit¬ 
terly. 

“Right  now  we’re  not  talking  about  me. 
We’re  talking  about  the  judge  who’ll  try 
this  case  and  the  jurors  who’ll  decide  it. 
They’re  not  going  to  regard  pedophilia  as 
normal,  much  less  something  to  be  proud 
of,  and  they’ll  be  fighting  against  their 
sense  of  decency  to  put  you  back  on  the 
streets.  So  let’s  not  make  it  any  harder 
than  it  is.” 

“What  kind  of  faggot  are  you?”  he  shot 
back. 

I  smiled.  “One  with  no  illusions,  Paul.  I 
tell  my  gay  clients  the  same  thing  I’ve  just 
told  you,  and  my  black  and  Latino  clients, 
too,  for  that  matter.  You  don’t  need  to  in¬ 
vent  a  conspiracy  against  you  by  Mark. 
Society  is  a  conspiracy  and  everyone  who’s 
different  is  its  target.” 

“So  you  admit  that  you  and  I  are  the 
same,”  he  said. 

“I  only  admit  that  people  in  the  main¬ 
stream  don’t  cut  very  fine  distinctions 
about  those  of  us  who  aren’t.  I  do.” 

In  subsequent  moments  of  reflection, 
however,  Nava  and  Rios  grapple  with  the 
issue  in  a  personal,  more  universal  way  that 
touches  anyone  who  remembers  his  or  her 
first  sexual  encounter: 
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do  it,  according  to  Goodman)  Sakowicz  felt 
it  was  inappropriate.  “The  Church  should 
not  meddle  in  human  sexuality,”  he  said. 
“The  day  [Kane)  was  elected  President  [of 
APW]  was  the  day  I  started  looking  for  other 
work.  1  fear  for  the  people  of  Worcester.” 

Jerry  Cheney,  the  director  of  Health 
Awareness,  another  Worcester-based  AIDS 
education  project,  said  that  he  had  not 
perceived  any  philosophical  shift  at  APW. 
Cheney  said  that  he  relies  on  APW  to  recruit 
and  screen  volunteers  for  “Rubber  Team,” 
a  street  outreach  project  that  distributes 
condoms  and  bleach  to  gay  men  and  IV  drug 
users.  Cheney  said  that  he  had  experienced 
no  change  in  his  project’s  relationship  with 
APW. 

Cheney  added,  however,  that  the 
Worcester-based  Sexual  Minorities  AIDS 
Task  Force,  a  gay  political  group  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  had  sent  a  letter  supporting 
the  candidacy  of  a  lesbian  for  the  position  of 
director  of  APW.  Cheney  said  that  fears 
that  homophobia  might  be  a  factor  in  the 
hiring  decision  had  prompted  task  force 
members  to  make  this  gesture  of  support. 
Leather  Force  2000 

Leather  Force  2000  is  now  seeking  a  new 
home  base,  according  to  Chiras.  Despite 
Goodman’s  claim  that  the  difficulties  be¬ 
tween  APW  and  Leather  Force  2000  are 
resolvable,  Chiras  told  GCN  that  he  was  not 
interested  in  returning  to  the  agency.  He 
said  that  he  is  looking  for  an  office  for  the 
program,  and  is  seeking  funding  for  it  as  a 
separate  nonprofit  agency. 

In  spite  of  the  loss  of  APW’s  institutional 
backing,  Chiras  has  continued  his  outreach 
and  education  work  in  the  leather/SM  com¬ 
munity.  Running  the  program  with  the 
help  of  a  $1200  grant  from  the  Boston-based 
Leather  and  Lace  group,  Chiras  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  organize  events  and  distribute  con¬ 
doms  and  information  in  leather  bars.  But, 
he  says,  “I  didn’t  ask  for  enough  money.” 
Maintaining  the  work  of  the  project  on  the 
Leather  and  Lace  grant  “is  like  running  on 
fumes  from  a  car,”  he  said. 

Chiras  told  GCN  that  he  does  not  feel  he 
can  just  stop  doing  leather/SM  outreach. 
“The  best  way  to  prevent  AIDS  infection  is 
to  do  one-on-one  education.  But  the  leather 
community  is  a  tough  nut  to  crack.  You 
have  to  be  an  insider  before  people  will  listen 
to  what  you  have  to  say,”  he  said,  adding, 
“there  are  lives  to  be  saved.”  □ 

Condom  ad 
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Health  under  the  Executive  Office  of 
Human  Services,”  Busby  told  GCN, 
“which  means  that  all  decisions  have 
become  political.” 

Even  so,  for  all  its  liberal  repute, 
Massachusetts  state  government  is  more 
conservative  on  the  condom  issue  than 
many  others.  “City  governments,  county 
governments  all  around  the  country  are  real¬ 
ly  way  ahead  of  us,”  Kessler  told  GCN. 
“Texas  and  Maryland  have  pamphlets 
showing  how  to  put  condoms  on  —  which  is 
much  more  than  this  ad  campaign  does  — 
and  this  isn’t  Texas,”  he  said,  referring  to 
that  state’s  reputation  for  conservatism. 

The  advertisement  campaign  will  even¬ 
tually  run  for  three  months  on  billboards 
and  buses  across  Massachusetts.  It  has  been 
endorsed  and  planned  by  a  diverse  range  of 
organizations,  including  the  Boston  AIDS 
Consortium,  AAC,  Fenway,  the  Latino 
Health  Network,  and  the  Cape  Cod  AIDS 
Council.  Kessler  said  that  while  these 
organizations  still  endorse  the  ad  campaign, 
he  thought  that  having  the  weight  and 
authority  of  the  DPH  explicitly  behind  the 
advertisement  could  have  made  it  more  ef¬ 
fective.  “It’s  important  that  the  DPH  be  out 
there  with  the  different  agencies,”  said 
Kessler.  “The  number  of  people  who  are 
getting  infected  is  just  incredible,”  he  said, 
adding,  “and  it  is  so  unnecessary.”  □ 

Teachers 
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when  you  saw  that  person.  How  old  were 
you?”  he  challenged.  “When  you  felt  that 
attraction,  was  it  something  consciously 
decided,  or  did  it  just  come  to  you?  Did  you 
decide  to  be  attracted  to  that  person,  or  was 
it  a  natural  feeling?” 

No  one  scratched  their  heads,  and  people 
smiled  when  Stephen  disclosed  his  lesson 
plan.  “You  now  know  what  it  feels  like  to  be 
a  lesbian  or  gay  man  and  feel  an  attraction 
of  the  same  gender.  It’s  not  something 
anyone  makes  a  conscious  choice  to  do.  It 
happens  naturally.  That’s  why  orientation  is 
a  better  term  than  preference.  Nobody 


chooses  to  be  gay  or  lesbian.” 

Stephen  started  Gays  and  Lesbians 
United  in  Education  and  pushed  school  of¬ 
ficials  to  offer  school  guidance  counselors 
sensitization  about  homosexuality  in  the 
Midwest’s  Queen  City. 

“We  ask  you  to  break  the  silence  about 
gay  and  lesbian  youth,  who  have  been 
neglected  for  too  long,”  Stephen  said.  “We 
have  to  stop  children  from  calling  each  other 
names  for  the  same  reason  we  don’t  let  them 
use  racial  and  ethnic  slurs.  Don’t  let  them  do 
it  in  your  classes,”  he  assigned  delegates. 
“Challenge  and  correct  children  whenever 
you  hear  an  anti-gay  slur.  It’s  very  impor¬ 
tant  that  this  is  communicated  in  all  schools. 
There’s  an  epidemic  of  mis-information. 
Teachers  have  a  professional  responsibility 
to  let  others  know  what  the  truth  is.”  □ 

‘How  Town’ 
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I  thought  about  boundaries  and  sex.  I 
heard  Paul  saying,  “They  taste  different, 
they  smell  different....”  And  then  another 
fragment  of  conversation  drifted  through 
my  mind,  the  first  man  I'd  ever  had  sex 
with  telling  me,  “It  takes  a  man  to  know 
what  a  man  likes.”  Both  statements  of  sex¬ 
ual  chauvinism,  but  were  they  really  com¬ 
parable?  I  found  myself  staring  at  the  dark 
cop.  For  all  his  bodybuilder’s  bulk,  he  had 
a  child’s  round,  large-eyed,  pretty  face.  I 
looked  away,  quickly.  “They  taste  dif¬ 
ferent,  they  smell  different....”  What  I’d 
meant  when  1  told  Paul  my  values  were  ac¬ 
quired  through  trial  and  error  was  that 
they  were  learned,  not  given,  and  that  they 
came  out  of  my  own  experience.  I  was  not 
a  pedophile,  nor  had  I  ever  consciously  en¬ 
tertained  those  fantasies,  but  I  was  a  sex¬ 
ual  being  and  for  a  moment  in  the  jail  I’d 
felt  Paul’s  excitement  and  it  terrified  me. 

Here  lies  the  brilliance  of  Michael  Nava’s 
writing.  Yes,  his  plots  are  well  crafted  and 
suspenseful;  yes,  his  characters  and  dialogue 
are  believable  —  but  Nava  is  not  satisfied 
with  writing  yet  another  whodunit.  His 
works  explore  issues  and  deep  inner  motiva¬ 
tions  with  an  intensity  that  a  Scott  Turow  or 
David  Leavitt  must  admire.  Whether  the 
issue  is  alcohol  abuse  (The  Lillie  Death), 
homophobia  and  related  violence  (Golden- 
boy),  or  pedophilia,  Nava’s  books  are  not 
“just”  gay  mysteries  (as  some  highbrow 
readers  might  dismiss  them),  they  are 
thoughtful,  complex  dramas  that  involve 
the  reader  in  a  subconscious  evaluation  of 
his  or  her  beliefs. 

Through  this  treatment  of  difficult  issues, 
Nava  allows  the  reader  to  empathize  with 
the  damaged  humanity  of  his  characters, 
whether  the  uninvolved  relative,  the  unjust¬ 
ly  accused,  or  the  revealed  murderer.  He 
points  out  to  us  that  even  in  the  most  brutal 
crimes  there  can  be  a  gray  area  between  in¬ 
nocence  and  guilt,  an  area  in  which  the  def¬ 
inition  of  justice  must  rely  on  personal  in¬ 
terpretation.  As  in  life,  Nava’s  plots  cannot 
be  simplified  to  black-and-white  morality 
plays  concerning  absolute  right  and  absolute 
wrong. 

For  a  gay  and  lesbian  audience.  How 
Town  adds  the  tension  of  coming  home,  of 
reliving  the  pain  of  childhood  rejection  and 
differentness,  and  the  affirmation  and  ul¬ 
timate  victory  of  self-acceptance. 

Don’t  take  How  Town  to  the  beach.  This 
is  not  a  book  from  which  you  can  look  up 
frequently  to  admire  the  scenery,  play 
volleyball,  or  reapply  sunscreen.  Save  this 
one  for  a  rainy  summer  afternoon,  because 
you  won’t  want  to  put  it  down  until  you’re 
done.  □ 

BWMT 

Continued  from  back  page 

organizations  of  color.  “So  many  [white  gay 
men  and  lesbians]  are  so  complacent.”  And 
Teemer  added  that  “there’s  still  too  much 
separation  and  racism  —  as  well  as  sexism  — 
in  the  gay  community.” 

Even  as  the  convention  proceeded,  in 
fact,  gay  and  lesbian  activists  of  color  in  San 
Francisco  accused  a  long-time  gay  bar,  the 
Midnight  Sun,  of  “racist  practices”  such  as 
asking  Black  men  for  identification  at  the 
door  while  letting  white  men  enter  un¬ 
checked.  Convention  organizers  said  that 
the  activists,  along  with  the  city’s  Human 
Rights  Commission,  were  “in  negotiation.” 

Nonetheless,  most  delegates  said  they  left 
the  conference  feeling  uplifted,  according  to 
organizers.  “Despite  everything,  we  have  in 
fact  persisted  for  over  10  years,  and  have 
formed  an  organization  that  is  pretty  well 
structured,”  said  Bush.  Referring  to  the 
overwhelmingly  positive  response  BWMT 
got  when  convention  delegates  marched  in 
the  San  Francisco  Pride  parade,  he  re¬ 
marked,  “It  kind  of  keeps  hope  alive,  as 
Jesse  Jackson  would  say.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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t  Your  Next  Mate 

r!  t*.  4vnMM| 


Your  Call 
Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 


p  mm  mm  -  Hot  one  - on-one  Action 

0  TALKE  LIVE  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 

0  REMATCH  -  For  the  men  of  your  choice 

3  acorn  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

0  RETRIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
have.left  in  your  Mail  Box 

HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATE 

For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


Voice  Mail  Box  1-900-820-8017 

f\  7C  r\r\r  min  i  CA  fi «>»>♦  min 


0.75  cts.  per  min.  1.50  first  min. 


Live  Action  1-900-999-MANN 

Call  Free  121 31  61 7-0753  “  *  iJL  . 

S  MAY  Bfe  APPLICABLE.  GUARANTEED  CONNECTION  WHgH  BC&y"  ■  CALLERS  MUST  BE  18  YRS.  OR  OLDER. 
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HOT 

TALKING 

PERSONALS! 


CALL  NOW! 


1  -900-646-4646 


Gay  “Talking  Personals"  for  Dates  and  Friends 
Fun  and  Easy,  with  Voicemail  for  privacy 


$1.45/min.  Gay  owned  and  operated 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3626 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  lo  GCN  Box 
*  •  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston.  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

OPEN  HEART  LESBIAN 

Emotionally  stable  easygoing  lesbian  seeks  same  who  is 
confident  adventurous  pragmatic  whose  internal  energy 
is  harmoniously  balanced  with  having  fun  and  pursuing 
personal  political  growth  whose  life  works  well  but 
wants  to  develop  more  Unafraid  of  personal  political 
struggle  committed  to  women  race  class  labor  and 
education  issues  A  woman  who  has  a  love  of  the  out  of 
doors  who  enjoys  discussions  involving  current  concerns 
Someone  who  is  strong  tender  tolerant  affectionate  ex¬ 
pressive  communicative  contemplative  spiritual.  Write 
GCN  Box  394. _ (4) 

LOOKING  FOR  THE  RIGHT  PERSON 
GWM,  28,  5’8”,  170  lbs.,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  attrac¬ 
tive,  neat,  clean,  light  body  hair,  masculine.  I  like  the 
beach,  eating  out,  soft  music,  movies,  baseball,  pool, 
reading,  cuddling  and  spending  quality  time  with  you. 
Looking  for  man  who  is  attractive,  masculine,  honest, 
sincere,  clean  shave,  light  to  moderate  body  hair,  19-30, 
gentle  and  likes  to  cuddle.  Take  a  chance  and  write  to¬ 
day!  I  live  in  Lowell  but  can  travel  in  and  around 


Boston.  Safe  sex.  GCN  Box  395. 


(3) 


NEWMR  I0TH  YEAR 

NEWMR's  tenth  year  festival  celebration.  Labor  Day 
Weekend  8/31  thru  9/3.  Echo  Lark  Camp,  Poyntelle, 
PA.  Camping  and  cabins  available.  Concerts,  perfor¬ 
mances,  video,  crafts  area,  workshops,  swimming, 
more.  For  infor  SASE:  NEWMR-GC,  P.O.  Box  217, 
New  Haven,  CT  065 13.  (617)  361-8126. _ (6) 

You’re  IVi" ,  8”,  9"?  Let  us  introduce  YOU  to  REAL 
MEN  now!  617-848-0027, _ (3) 

ATTENTION  HIV-POSITIVES 
YOUR  "LIFE”  STORY 
WANTED  FOR  PUBLICATION 
Proceeds  benefit  non-profit  organizations  involved  in 
the  fight  against  AIDS,  Your  account  of  what  it  was  like 
to  be  present  at  a  momentous  occasion  —  Happy  or 
sad...,  any  event  that  touched  your  life.  Please  include  a 
brief  autobiography.  Confidentiality  protected.  August 
1,  1990  deadline.  Send  to:  “I  WAS  THERE...”  c/o 
Jack  Johnson  POB  61  Astor  Sta.  Boston,  MA  02123.  (2) 

LESBIAN  INTO  SPORTS! 

Lesbian  into  sports  (friends  not)  looking  for  someone 
who  understands  that  Boggs  is  not  a  swamp  and  Bird 
doesn't  sing  in  a  tree.  GCN  Box  394. _ (2) 

MALE  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Writer  (also  survivor)  would  like  to  interview  GM  sur¬ 
vivors  for  article.  Confidentiality  assured.  Men  of  color 
an  dmen  with  HIV  infection  particularly  encouraged  to 
respond.  Call  Liz  at  (617)  354-2994, _ (2) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


Independence  G.F.  in  wheelchair  looking  for  other  in¬ 
dependence  women  for  company,  good  times,  with  the 
hope  of  Romance  with  Love  and  Trust.  No  drugs,  GCN 
Box  393.  (3) 


Announcements 


MALE  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Writer  (also  survivor)  would  like  to  interview  GM  survivors 
for  article.  Confidentiality  assured.  Men  of  color  and  men 
with  HIV  infection  particularly  encouraged  to  respond.  Call 
Liz  at  (617)354-2994, _ _ _ (2) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours.  TTY  9-5). _ (2) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


Services 


DON’T  HAVE  THE  TIME! 

Let  me  cut  your  lawn  or  paint  your  living  room.  7  yrs. 
painting  experience  (interior/exterior)  misc.  contractor. 
Personalized  service.  Call  C.B.  SERVICES  524-7794, 
ask  for  Carol. _  (5) 

MOPHEAD  CLEANING 

Housecleaning  even  your  mother  will  love.  Call  for  free 
estimate.  666-4610. _ (3) 

MOVING  TO  ORLANDO?? 

Unique  Homes  &  Investments,  Inc.,  Paul  R.  Ricci, 
Realtor,  Relocation  Specialist  —  One  Smart  Move! 
“Here  to  Serve  Our  Community”  805  E.  Washington 
St.,  Orlando,  FL  32801.  (407)  774-5961  or  (407) 
425-9982. _ (2) 


BAt.K  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


VOLUNTEER  AT  GCN 
CALL  426-4469 

OR  SIMPLY  STOP  BY  62 
BERKELEY  ST.  TO  LEARN 
MORE  ABOUT  THE 
EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAITING  YOU  AT  GCN 


r  IsAVcOMMUfiifr  N  EWS  CLASS  fFTEDs”  ^ 


My  heading  is 


Need  more  room?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  S 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x , 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

O  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  O  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  O  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_  number  of  runs)  $. 
.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

Q  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x  $15  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


Helpine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


'pfIDWflY 

icrcif  Kfiooura 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


PROCLAIMING,  For  those  who 
choose  to  be  God  s  sons  and 
daughters.  THE  SACRED 
GUARDIAN  COVENANT:  the 
universal  covenant  of  love  and 
need,  open  to  all  who  have 
noticed  God  s  absence  and  who 
need  and  love  God  and  are  willing 
to  die  to  a  life  and  to  a  world 
without  j£oA  a  life  and  worl^at 
fear*jfo<£iife  and  humankind's 
div^^and  freedom. 
recreated  by  Gjod  to  a  life  anf  to  a 
world  wth’iGod,  a  life  and^prld 
that  joves  and  is  loved  |>^pod, 
-nrfg*0iie^n 


rcortwiand  of,  God 

the 

all,  I,;  John 
gootf  news 


?  you  this  372nd  day  of  The 
Sacred  Guardian  Covenant  Given 
by  God  at  Banner  Elk. 

For  free  information  enclose 
a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  and  mail  request  to  J.S. 

Collins,  Trustee,  The  Sacred 
Guardian  Covenant,  2718  Inca 
Lane,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27103. 

Please  mention  where  you 
saw  this  ad.  GOD  BLESS  YOU! 


H 

Ielp  1 

W  A  N  T  E 

11 

ATTENTION:  POSTAL  JOBS!  Start  $1 1.41/hour!  For 
application  info  call  (I)  602-838-8885,  Ext.  M-6433, 
6am-IOpm,  7  days. _  (3) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  INGCnT 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5. _ (1) 


FENW  AY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  (INTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 

Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  is  a  comprehensive 
community  health  facility  that 
has  taken  a  leadership  role  in 
providing  health  care  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  ot  Boston  and  New  England.  We 
offer  a  progressive,  dynamic  environment,  com¬ 
petitive  salaries,  and  excellent  benefits 
Current  openings  include: 

Medical  Director 

Full-time  position  for  BC/BE  Internist  to  oversee 
clinical  care  at  FCHC.  Includes  clinical  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  duties.  Experience  with  HIV  care 
required,  administrative  experience  preferred. 

Clinic  Manager 

SEARCH  REOPENED.  Full-time  position  for  BS 
in  Nursing,  MBA,  MPH,  Physician  Assistant  or 
equivalent,  with  3-5  years'  experience  in  health 
care  setting,  to  administer  FCHC’s  Medical 
Department.  Includes  scheduling  of  clinical 
staff,  budget  and  personnel  management, 
negotiation  of  reimbursement  rates  and  proce¬ 
dures,  statistical  and  financial  monitoring,  and 
administrative  supervision  of  4  program  coordi¬ 
nators.  Will  be  a  part  of  overall  Management  Team. 

Chiropractor 

Part-time  position  (3-5  days/week)  for  Board  cer¬ 
tified  chiropractor  to  join  holistic  health  team. 
Will  include  working  with  medical  department 
and  other  holistic  practitioners,  opportunities  for 
provider  education  and  some  evening  hours. 

HIV  Treatment  Center 
Coordinator 

Full-time  position  for  RN  in  our  Outpatient  Treat¬ 
ment  Center  which  provides  ambulatory  care  for 
people  with  HIV  infection.  Includes  supervision 
and  scheduling  of  nursing  staff,  budget 
management,  physical  assessments,  administra¬ 
tion  of  aerosolized  pentamidine  and  infusion 
therapies.  Experience  in  these  areas  is  preferred. 

Treatment  Center  Nurse 

Full-time  and  part-time  positions  for  RNs  on 
Outpatient  Treatment  Center  providing  ambula¬ 
tory  care  for  people  with  HIV  infection.  Includes 
physical  assessments,  administration  of  aeroso¬ 
lized  and  infusion  therapies.  Experience  in 
these  areas  is  preferred. 

Send  resumes  to  Personnel,  FCHC,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115.  No  phone 
calls  please.  FCHC  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 
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For  Sale 


GCN  Specials 


LIKE  TO  TALK  ON  THE  PHONE? 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  come  in  from  10-2  on 
Thursdays  to  do  just  that!  Answer  phones,  people’s 
questions,  and  refer  calls.  Ask  for  Margaret  426-4469. 

HUMIDIFIER!!! 

The  office  (people  and  machines)  need  some  wetness  to 
offset  the  dry  heat.  If  you  have  a  humidifier  you’re  not 
using  and  would  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  needs  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community!  Call 
Adrianna  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ _ 

INDEXING  HELP  NEEDED  AT  GCN 

If  you  would  like  to  help  do  a  simple  title  index  of  the 
last  2  years  of  GCN,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! _ 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  I  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  "time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! _ 

MICHIGAN  FESTIVAL  AIRPLANE  TIX 

Two  lix  leaving  Boston  9/15  returning  9/20.  Paid  $210 
each.  Besl  offer.  Call  524-4076.  (Also  one  5  day  pass  4 
sale.) _ ^ _ (4) 

ATTENTION:  GOVERNMENT  SEIZED  VEHICLES 
from  $100.  Fords,  Mercedes,  Corvettes,  Chevys. 
Surplus  Buyers  Guide.  (I )  602-838-8885,  Ext,  A -6433. (2) 
ATTENTION:  GOVERNMENT  HOMES  FROM  $1  (U-repair)! 
Delinquent  tax  property.  Repossessions.  Call  (I)  602-838-8885, 
Ext.  GH-6433. _ (2) 

Newton,  reduced  for  sale,  elegant  3.  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  in  gracious  brick  colonial,  completely  renovated, 
parking,  magnificent  kitchen,  full  dining  room,  fp  living 
room,  a  real  beauty!  $259,000,  964-2456 _ (2) 

10  speed  men’s  frame  bike  good  condition.  Great  bike 
for  city  riding;  also  Fischer  skis  downhill  185”  Salomon 
bindings.  Call  Lisa  (617)  492-1292.  Make  an  offer  now! 
_  (2) 


Roommates 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Independent  friendly  lesbian  JP  household  seeks  4th 
LF.  Big  pretty  apt.  near  Pond  and  arboretum.  Prefer 
over  25  y.o.  Sorry  no  smokers  or  pets.  Light  alcohol  and 
drug  use  only.  $35S-plus.  Call  S22-9760.  Aug  1 . _ (3) 

FORT  HILL 

2  GM  sk  mature  respon  3rd  to  share  Ig  house,  yard, 
deck.  Low  rent  call  Bob4-8pm  427-3829, _ (5) 

JP  APT. 

2  BR  apt  to  share.  Avail  immed.  $480  ea  plus.  Skylights, 
porches,  piano.  Lesbian  looking  for  same  or  GM.  NO 
PETS  OR  BOOZE.  Chevy  524-6121 . _ (2) 

MEDFORD  -  COLLEGE  AVE 

LF  31  seeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  large  apt.  in  house  in 
quiet,  green,  neighborhood  w/  yard,  driveway  &  laun¬ 
dry.  Own  bedroom  &  study  plus  common  space.  No 
smoke/drugs/min.  alcohol.  $425  plus  Vi  heat.  Avail. 
Sept  1st  possibly  earlier,  391-2083. _ (3) 

NORTH  SHORE  -  SALEM 

LF  30-plus  seeks  same  to  share  large  sunny  3BR  apt. 
Prefer  clean,  sober,  professional.  Ideal  if  you  need  of¬ 
fice,  studio  space.  397.50-plus.  Call  Barbara  741-5707. 
_ (5) 

HOUSE  SHARE  WAYLAND 

Beautiful  country  home,  2 Zi  bedrooms,  I  bath,  screened 
porch,  acre  of  land,  gardens,  wood  stoves,  great  light 
and  open  space  surrounded  by  conservation  land,  very 
quiet,  lots  of  birds.  No  cigarettes.  $700  month  plus 
utilities.  (508)  358-5975. _ (3) 

Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  needs  two  UN¬ 
TIDY  roommates  over  23.  August/September  I.  In¬ 
dependent,  responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy. 
Near  three  T  lines!  $240/250  includes  heat.  Leave 
message  739-6566. _ (3) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommates 


CAMBRIDGE  -  I  BD  RM 

I  Bd  Rm  apt  with  private  yard  and  off  street  parking,  Cam¬ 
bridge  port,  $775/mo,  one  year  lease  from  Aug  I.  Call 
661-2083. _ J2) 

Indescribably  beautiful  I  Bdrm  apt  in  the  trees,  all  new  lesbian 
built  interior,  Dorch  10  blks  to  T/beach,  offst  pkg,  $645  avail 
now,  436-2583.  _ (5) 


GUARANTEED  |  HOUSING  WANTE 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


BROOKLINE  HOME  TO  SHARE 

LF  Mom  and  1 1  year  old  son  have  huge  bedroom  for  LF 
ind  or  couple.  Fireplaces,  pantries,  2  bathrooms,  screen¬ 
ed  porch,  incredible  yard,  wash/dry,  dishwasher,  near  D 
and  C  lines,  lots  of  sunshine.  Dog  and  cat.  HT  and  HW 
included.  Move  now  or  Sept.  $750.  277-6331.  _ (2) 

INMAN  SQUARE 

1  LF  seeks  2  to  fill  happy  3  BR  apt.  Roomy,  hw  floors, 

great  location  and  landlady,  yard,  bus  lines;  smoke  and 
pets  neg.  283.33  with  heal.  776-9855. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LF’s  seek  4th,  25-plus,  for  our  cozy  coop,  political, 
and  goofy  home.  Close  to  Green  and  Orange  Lines.  225 
plus  utilities.  522-9351. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3F  (2L)  seek  4th  for  friendly,  semi-veg,  semi-coop  pro¬ 
gressive  house  near  T,  Pond  and  Arboretum.  No  pets, 
no  smkng.  $270  per  month  plus  !4  util.  Avail  now. 
522-7466. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Female  roomate  wanted  for  spacious,  newly  re-painted 
2br  apt.  Hdwd  floors.  Avail  Aug  I.  Rent  is  237. 50-plus 
(sec,  dep.  req.).  524-9047.  Lv.  mess, _ (4) 

2LFs  30s  and  cat  seek  LF  for  nice  apt  Union  Square 
Som.  Quiet,  semi-veg,  no  smoking,  min.  alcohol,  no 
more  pets.  $333  plus  $30  g  &  e,  Aug.  1 , 776-7909.  (2) 

2L’s  &  sweet  dog  seek  I  or  2  women  to  share  large 
beautiful  house  and  garden  in  West  Roxbury.  Hard¬ 
wood  floors,  w/d,  really  special!  Flexible,  relaxed  at¬ 
mosphere.  No  Smokers  please.  367-plus  for  3,  $275-plus 
for  4.  Available  August  I ,  Call  Pat  or  Rebecca  323-6223. 
_ _ (2) 

Roomate  to  share  4-bedroom,  2  bath  home  in  Natick 
with  2  others.  Washer,  Dryer  —  Convenient  to  Pike. 
Avail  July  15th.  $350-plus.  508-651-8240. _ (2) 

FURNISHED  ROOM 

2  GM’s  are  lookin  gfor  a  thrid  person  to  rent  a  furnished 

room  in  our  spacious  home.  Located  on  T-line  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  in  a  safe  area.  $200.00  plus  partial  utilities,  short 
term  OK!  Call  288-4468  leave  message.  Available  im¬ 
mediately _ _ _ (2) 

LF  33  seeks  LF  to  share  2  bedroom  Cambridge  apart¬ 
ment.  Excellent  location,  sunny,  hardwood  floors,  w/d, 
easy  parking.  $475-plus.  August  1st.  Call  492-0837,  (2) 

LF  seeks  2  LF  roommates  for  nice  apartment  in  JP. 
Calm  an  dprcdictable  environment.  Available  8/1  and 
9/1.  $325/heat  included.  522-0405. _ (2) 

SOMERVILLE  -  TEELE  SQUARE 
LF  seeks  same  for  quiet,  sunny  5  room  apt.  with  porch¬ 
es.  Close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs  or  pets. 
$275  plus  utilities  and  security  dep.  Call  628-3216  pis 
leave  message. _ (2) 

2LFs  seek  2  L/BiFs  for  sunny  spacious  Pporter  Square 
Camb.  home.  Non-smoke,  min.  drugs/alc.  Great 
women,  great  location,  $350-plus.  491-4005 _ (2) 

WOBURN 

Roomate  wanted  non-smoker,  no  drugs  or  alcohol.  Rent 
$315  inlcudes  heat  and  utilities.  Cat  o.k.  Call  932-6318. 
Available  July  1st. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LF’s  plus  cat  seek  F  to  share  spacious  3BR  apt.  near 
pond,  Arboretum  and  t.  No  smokers  or  pels.  Min. 
alcohol.  Avail  8-1.  365-plus.  983-0373. _ (4) 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 
FOR  RENT 

5  rooms,  2  BRs,  modem  kitchen,  roof  deck,  w/d,  near  T, 
garage.  Many  nice  features.  Avail  8/1.  No  fee.  $850.  (508) 
694-1089. _ _ (4 1 

LOVELY  PARK  DR.  APT. 

Sunny  studio  with  museum  and  park  views.  Completely 
renovated,  separate  kitchen.  No  fee.  Available  Aug.  1/15. 
$600/mo  includes  heat,  hot  water,  gas.  536-8898. _ (3) 

Dorchester,  5  mi  (2BR)  nr  T  &  X-wav,  quiet  area.  $750  no 
ht/utillites,  265-8693. _ (2) 

Dorchester:  Melville  Park,  large  6  room,  3  bedroom  2nd  floor 
apartment.  Near  T,  2  porches,  washer  dryer,  large  kitchen, 
storage,  $825/inonlh.  No  utilities.  825-0252  or  255-9738.  (3) 

JP  APT 

2  BR  3rd  floor  apt.  Avail  July  15th.  800.00-plus.  Skylights, 

piano,  weird  wallpaper  but  nice.  Call  Chevy  524-6121.  Leave 
message. _ (3) 

DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6rm,  2  bdroom,  liardwd  floors,  eat  in  kitchen, 
built  in  china,  w/d  hookup,  back  porch  and  yard,  owner  occ. 
$600  month.  No  utilities.  Available  8/1.  282-3216  John.  (2) 

DORCHESTER  APT. 

Unique  10  rooms  2nd  and  3rd  floors  of  owner  occupied  two 
family  Victorian.  $l200/month  unhid.  Pleasant  Street  area. 

Walk  to  Savin  Hill  T.  2884664. _ (2) 

ROSLINDALE 

Spacious,  sunny  4-room  apartment.  Hardwood  floors,  w/d 
hookup,  quiet  street,  yard,  close  to  Transportation.  Lesbian 
owned/occ.  Non-smokers  preferred.  $675  plus  utilities. 

522-7620. _ (2) 

GOOD  DEAL! 

3  bedroom,  6  rooms,  porch  skylights,  new  bath,  easy  to  heat. 

Davis  Square  Somerville.  $900  pfus  utilities.  Avail,  immediate- 
ly.  Call  Barbara  776-9701  or  Cheryl  6664M03. _ (3) 

PROVINCETOWN  RENTAL 

I  Bedroom,  1  Vi  baths,  livingroom,  full  kitchen,  sleeps  four, 
Provincetown.  Aug  25-Sepl  I .  $700.  Call  408479-4891 .  (3) 


NEED  A  NEW  ROOMMATE  IN  JP! 

LF  23  and  calico  cat,  both  responsible  and  independent,  look- 
ing  for  apartment  with  1-4  women.  Call  Michelle,  524-0821.(2) 
APARTMENT-HUNTING  IS  A  BLAST! 

Well-not  exactly!  I’m  a  23-y.o.  L.F.  and  I’m  looking  for  an 
easy-going,  independent  and  fun  apartment  somewhere  in 
Cambridge.  I  work  at  GCN,  so  the  rent  has  to  be  kind  of 
cheap.  I  can  move  8/1  —  Call  Margaret  at  426-4469,  M-F  for 
more  info. _ (]) 

SEARCHING  FOR  NIRVANA  IN  JP 
—  an  irreverent  political  semi-coop  with  dykes,  or  maybe  fags, 
near  the  T.  Starting  8/1?  Vegetarian?  Under  $280  for  rent? 
What  more  could  a  girl  ask  for?  If  your  house  is  the  one  of  my 
derams,  or  close,  call  Rebecca  at  524-0821 . _ (2) 


Summer  Rentals 


S.F.  Apartment  Trade!  Exchange  your  P-Town  (or  near¬ 
by)  place  for  ours  in  S.F.  1  or  2  Weeks  this  August. 
References.  Call  415-431-7605. _ (2) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Brand  new  two  story  townhouses  for  rent.  Each  has  2 
bedrooms,  2  baths,  2  decks,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors 
—  all  overlooking  lovely  gardens!  Five  minute  walk  to 
center  of  town.  $950/week.  Call  (508)  487-1616. _ (2) 

VERMONT  FARMHOUSE 

July  24-Aug  26.  8  rooms,  idyllic  setting,  lakes,  waler- 
falls,  $800.00.  Call  802-456-8910. _ (2) 

ROCKPORT  Swimmer’s  paradise.  Secluded  site  on 
private  road.  2-acre  fresh-water  pond  at  doorstep. 
Magnificent  sunsets.  Deck.  3  bedrooms,  2  baths. 
Spacious  livingroom,  dining  area.  Eat-in  kitchen, 
dishwasher,  washer,  dryer.  Available  7/28-8/4,  8/27-94. 
$ 900/week.  Owner  508-546-7498. _ (4) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219.  (ex) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1  -800-42-BAGLY  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MANfBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

_ Very  careful  moveers  641-1234. _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
menl  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ (16) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. _ 
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Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  I18G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ . _ (18.24) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown  har¬ 
bor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
private  bath.  7  Winthrop  Street,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)487-0094, _ (5) 


Publications 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc. .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50:  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puertc 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  lirst  class 
mail:  your  name  kepi  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
Irom  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


BLACK  &  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER  is  a  gay  men’s 
organization  for  men  of  all  colors.  They  have 
groups  in  many  cities.  They  don’t  always  have 
prisoner  support  projects,  but  they  should,  no? 
So  drop  them  a  line  and  encourage  them  to  get 
involved  and  help  fight  racism  in  the  Amerikk- 
kan  prison  business.  For  more  info  write: 
BWMT,  584  Castro  St,  San  Francisco  CA 
941 14,  or  MACT  a  (Men  of  All  Colors 
Together).  Box  148,  New  York,  NY  10023. 

©©©©©©©©©©©©©« 

INTERRACIAL  RELATIONSHIPS  - 
Quarterly  Interchange,  a  new  journal,  provides  all 
men  with  a  forum  for  developing  interracial  and  cross 
cultural  relationships.  $10  per  ad  of  40  words  or  less. 
Address:  Q.I.,  Box  42502,  San  Francisco  CA  94101, 


Cards  for  PWAs  in  prison:  Please  con-p 
sider  dropping  a  get  well  card  to:  James  !| 
Crosby  (\JazzY),  977  Camp  Rd,  Salisbury^ 
NC  28144.  Thanks. 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
(ex) _ • _ 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 

Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 

Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 

Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 

Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 

You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt,  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues;—  __  y-v  —  v 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam-y  (0  Cm 

bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex)._,.  .  . .  . 


PRISONERS  &  PENPALS: 

You  write  GCN  often,  frustrated  that  you  have 
sometimes  written  other  prisoners  and  not  got¬ 
ten  even  a  polite  ‘no,  I  don't  want  to  write, 
thank  you.’  Nothing. 

Well,  remember,  there  are  several  prisons  out 
there  with  rules  against  prisoners  writing  each 
other,  and  there  are  some  without  such  rules, 
but  where  the  mailroom  people  are  against  it  so 
they  just  “lose”  the  mail.  So  that  prisoner  may 
not  even  KNOW  that  you  have  written!  So,  it  is 
not  always  just  plain  ‘rudeness’  (bv  the  prisoner)! 

We  don’t  talk  about  this  too  often  because  we 
don't  want  to  discourage  you  all  from  at  least 
TRYING  to  contact  &  support  each  other  and 
form  friendships.  We  apologize  for  the  postage 
that  has  been  ‘wasted’  sometimes. 

We  hope  the  friendships  that  HAVE  worked 
out  make  up  for  it. 


THEN,  Prisoners  writing  people  outside:  Some 
of  you  seem  to  think  that  ALL  the  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  the  country  read  GCN  ana  so  when 
you  don’t  get  a  penpal,  it  means  you've  been  re¬ 
jected  bv  EVERYBODY!!  Well,  actually  we  are  a 
rather  SMALL  (circulation)  newspaper,  not  read 
by  tens  of  thousands  of  people.  We  say  this  for  2 
reasons:  one  is  so  you  don’t  feel  so  bad  about 
the  ‘whole  community’  when  you  don’t  get  the 
kind  of  friendship  you're  hoping  for,  and  the  se¬ 
cond  reason  is  that  more  if  more  newspaper  put 
in  penpals  ads,  more  of  the  people  out  here 
would  see  them  and  more  friendships  and  other 
(iob-housing-etc)  connections  would  be  made. 
Watch  this  column  for  addresses  of  other  gay 
newspapers,  nationally  or  in  your  area,  who  you 
can  write  to  and  try  persuading  them  that  you 
are  part  of  the  'community'  too  and  deserve  at 
least  a  small  amount- of  space! 


Attractive  28  yr  old  LF  seeks  companion  upon 
I  release.  Late  September.  I’m  financially  secure 
land  can  relocate.  Love  arts,  reading  and  open- 
lness.  Please  include  photo  for  same.  J.  SIMP¬ 
SON,  E-60403,  ( 120-1  -30-U),  Box  9,  Avenal  CA 
J 93204. _ 

I’m  21,  and  have  2  children,  but  1  prefer 

women.  I  enjoy  all  kinds  of  sports  and  one  of 
my  hobbies  is  to  rebuild  antique  cars  as  well  as 
other  models.  I’m  romantic  and  like  to  show  my 
feelings.  Kelly  HERMECQ,  4122-215,  KCIW, 
Pewee  Valley  KY  40056. 


I’d  like  to  meet  people  who  are  willing  to  share 
ideas  and  are  sensitive  to  others  feelings.  My  in¬ 
terests  include  drawing,  reading,  horses, 
volleyball,  and  music.  Stephen  BENWELL, 
E-25034,  Box  W  (2-A3-27),  Represa  CA  95671. 
Sincere  individual  seeks  correspondence  to  | 

share  interests  and  ideals.  1  love  literature, 
music,  sports  and  discussing  world  affairs.  I’m  I 
34,  honey  complexioned.  Creole  and  have] 
varied  sexual  tastes.  Darrell  JAMESON,] 
,170-895,  Box  300,  Orient  OH  43146. _ 

Would  like  to  hear  from  Blacks,  either  inside  or ! 

outside  prison.  Seek  friendship  and  more.  Pie-  j 
ture  will  get  picture.  If  Polaroid,  cut  the  top  | 
open,  so  you  can  look  inside.  Will  respond  to  ail  ] 
who  write  as  I  am  for  real  lonely.  Richard  ! 
POORMAN,  97168,  (6-J-2),  Box  128,  Eddyville 
KY  42038. _ 

Looking  for  a  loving  person  on  the  streets.  I’m 
|  about  to  get  out  and  will  relocate  if  warranted.  ) 
Interests  include  swimming,  outdoors,  and  cud-  i 
dling.  Larry  MUNDT,  426849,  Rt  4  Box  1200,  ! 
Rosharon  TX  77583.  _ __ 

Bisexual  anarchist  seeking  photos  and  letters  i 
from  the  Gay  family,  including  transsexuals,  j 
TVs  (Drag  queens),  all  races,  ages  and  builds.  I 
have  lost  contact  with  C.  LAMSON,  M. 
TURNER,  and  C.  EIULL.  Please  write,  any  of  j 
you  all.  Bruce  WEATHERS,  32992-138,  Box 
1000,  Otisville  NY  10963.  _ 

Looking  for  a  friend.  1  like  drawing,  fishing, 
baseball,  and  basketball.  Timothy  HURLEY, 
C-32250,  STU-382L,  Box  500,  CHINO  CA  ! 
91708. _ 

Dear  GCN,  thank  you  for  everything.  I  would 
like  somebody  to  write  me,  so  please  put  my 
name  in  your  Prisoner  Seeking  Friends.  Thank 
you.  Robert  Lee  ANDERSON,  EF-166918, 
10B,  3001  Gordon  Hwy,  Grovetown  GA  30813. 

J  Dominant  Gay  American  Indian,  jet  black  hair, 
sky  blue  eyes,  seeking  friends.  My  hobbies  are 
bodybuilding,  martial  arts,  writing  and  com¬ 
puter  sciences.  Jerry  WALKER,  470151,  Ellis 
II,  Huntsville  TX  77340. _ 

I‘m  a  black  man  seeking  penpals.  If  anyone  is 
interested  in  writing.  I’ll  respond  to  all.  1  also 
can  write  other  prisoners  as  well.  Andrew 
DAVIS,  EF-120573  (K-2-10),  GSP,  Reidsville 
GA  30499. _ _ 

I’m  looking  for  a  true  friend  to  correspond 
with.  I’m  very  lonely  and  not  looking  for  hand¬ 
outs.  Every  letter  will  be  answered.  I’m  into  soft 
rock  and  good  books.  Joseph  RODRIGUEZ, 

I  88T  2450^Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011, 


I  used  lo  read  your  paper  in  another  prison,  hat’ 

|  they  moved  me  and  these  prisoners  up  north 
here  don’t  even  know  whal  GCN  is!  We  have  it 
!  bad  here.  Last  week  guards  heal  up  a  gay  man 
because  he  gol  upset  when  they  said  his  lover 
couldn’t  visit  him.  1  sure  hope  there  will  be  so¬ 
meone  out  there  who  will  like  to  write  me  and 
keep  in  touch.  1  don’t  want  headgames,  just 
friendship.  Thank  you,  Kevin  BERRY,  191324, 
Box  779,  Marquette  MI  49855. _ 

Hairstylist,  into  jazz  and  some  sports,  would 
like  a  friendly  penpal.  Please  write.  Charles 
YODER,  Box  900,  Portage  W1  53901. _ 

I’ve  been  in  prison  for  the  last  15  years  and 
hope  (expect)  to  be  getting  oul  jn  the  next  year. 

I’d  like  to  establish  some  friendly  realitions 
before  1  get  out  so  I’ll  know  someone  who 
might  help  me  readjust  back  to  the  Free  World. 

I  don’t  doubi  that  I’d  be  a  Great  Friend  to 
whoever  contacts  me.  I’m  36,  love  music,  dogs, 
fishing,  and  meeling  interesting  people.  Alfred 
B.  GILLIS,  031904  (DD-6),  Box  500,  Olustee  m 
I  FI.  32072. _ _ 

(?<?(?  (?(?(?(?(?< 
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Boston  •  Midsummer'S  Night  Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry 
Reading.  Sponsored  by  PWA  Coalition  News.  Featuring 
Charley  Shively,  Jane  Barnes,  Patricia  Roth  Schwartz  (pictured 
right)  and  Walta  Borawski  (pictured  right).  The  Boston  Living 
Center.  YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  8pm. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
Interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note 
that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submis¬ 
sion.  No  phone  calls,  please! 


1 4  Saturday 

Springfield  ♦  North  East  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Country  Dance  Jamboree.  Contra,  folk  and 
square  dance.  1 2pm-9:30pm.  For  info  625-6732. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women's  Writing  Group,  at 

the  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 2-2pm.  For 
info  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  For  the 

lesbian  and  gay  community.  YWCA.  140 
Clarendon  St  9pm- 1  am.  $5. 

Boston  ♦  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England. 

Monthly  social.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St  8- 
1 1  pm.  $4,  $6.  For  info  387-0762. 

1 5  Sunday 

Watertown  ♦  The  Neighborhood  Picnic: 
GLOW,  GLOSS,  and  WOW  Potluck 
Picnic.  All  welcome.  1 2pm.  For  info  395-4664. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Sunday  Brunch  with  JP 
Neighbors.  Doyle's  Cafe.  Washington  St  llam. 
For  info  524-8070 . 

Littleton  ♦  WOBBLES:  West  of  Boston 
Lesbians  Cookout  and  Swimming  Party. 

For  info  (508)386-7737. 

16  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Women's  Issues  Forum. 

Sponsored  by  Mass.  Women's  Political  Caucus 
and  Women's  State-wide  Legislative  Network. 
Gardner  Auditorium  in  the  State  House.  5:45pm. 
For  info  45 1-9294. 

Boston  ♦  HIV  testing:  The  Whys,  Wheres 
and  How-tos  at  Clinical  Partners,  321 
Columbus  Ave.  For  info  536-5950. 

1 7  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Healing  Service  for  All  Affected 
by  AIDS,  at  Old  South  Church.  Copley  Square. 
ASL  interpreted.  7:30pm.  For  info  628-7665. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
Meeting.  Topic:  Gay  Dynamics-What  makes  a 
gay  relationship  work?  at  Lindemann  Center.  25 
Stamford  St.  8- 1 0pm.  For  info  742-7897. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Sushi  Lovers  Social,  at  local 
Japanese  restaurant.  7:30pm.  For  info  (508)683- 
0841. 

1 8  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Downtown  Lesbian  Lunch  Time 
Boat  Cruise.  Meet  at  red  ticket  booth. 
12:10pm.  $1.  For  info  725-3561 

Boston  ♦  N.E.  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Veterans.Membership  meeting.  The  Center.  338 
Newbury  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  more  info  723- 
SI  27. 

Boston  ♦  Forum/Discussion  on  The  6th 
International  Conference  on  AIDS.  Find  out 
what  it  means  for  you.  RAAB  Auditorium,  Boston 
Public  Library.  7-9pm.  For  more  info  695-1213. 


1 9  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  HCHP  Patient  Advocacy  Union. 

AIDS  Action  Committee.  131  Qarendon  St  7pm. 
For  more  info  864-9596. 

20  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Midsummer  Night's  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Poetry  Reading.  Featuring  Charley  Shively, 
Patricia  Roth  Schwartz,  Walta  Borawski  and  Jane 
Barnes.  The  Boston  Living  Center,  7th  fl.  140 
Clarendon  St  8pm.  (see  above) 

21  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  South  End  Family  Field  Day. 

Sponsored  by  SUN:  South-End  Unified 
Neighbors.  Featuring  softball:  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  of  Beantown  Softball  vs.  a  team  from 
Inquilinos  Boricuas  en  Accion.  at  Carter  field. 
Columbus  Ave.  IQam-2pm.  For  info  426-1553 

5 

IE 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  Transvestites, 
Transexuals  and  Cross-dressers  of  New  England, 
first  Meeting,  at  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St  4- 
6pm. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers.  Monthly  Meeting.  A 
celebration  of  gay  poets,  at  Undemann  Center. 
25  Stamford  St  2-4pm.  $  I  . 

22  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Chlltern  Mountain  Club.  Mt. 

Washington  Hike.  1 1  miles.  For  info  (803)644-7658  . 

1  •  -;s!t 

23  Monday 

Boston  ♦  A  Positive  Test  Result:  Now 
What?  Sponsored  by  Clinical  Partners,  at  321 
Columbus  Ave.  For  info  536-5950 . 

24  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation.. 

AIDS  Action  committee.  131  Clarendon  St. 
7:30pm.  For  info  437-6200  x450. 

28  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  The  Dance.  For  all  affected  by 
HIV.  Boston  Uving  Center.  140  Clarendon  St 
9pm- 1  am.  For  info  236-1012. 

Dorchester  ♦  Summer  Psychedelic  Shack! 
Celebration  sponsored  by  GALA.  Awards  for 
best'  60s  costumes.  At  Terry  M's.  8pm-2am  . 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm . 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games,  smoke 
and  alcohol  free,  at  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St 
7- 1 0pm  $2  donation.The  third  Saturday  of  the 
month. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support 
Group.  Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care  and 
snacks  on  alternate  Sat  at  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 2:30pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Sunday 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1600  AM.  I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Boston  ♦  A  LATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian, 
gay,  and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338 
Newbury  Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave, 
629-25 1 8  or  Frank,  666-89 1 1 


Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly 
potluck.  71  Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each 
month.  For  more  info  Usa  628-2532. 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay 
Parenting  Support  Group.  Meets  I  st  Sun.  of 
each  month,  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225 
Cabot  St  6:30-8pm.  For  info  593-5252. 

Monday 

Boston  n  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to 
others  living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St  7:30-9pm. 
For  info  694-0964. 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  ♦  Aids  Project  Worcester.  A 

support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  oth¬ 
ers  dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7- 
8:30pm.  For  info  (508)755-3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The 

Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8- 1 0pm.  For 
info  354-8807. 

Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
meet  1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  At 
Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail 
Band  Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  At 
Mass  College  of  Art  Longwood  and  Brookline 
Ave.  7:15pm.  For  info  266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  Call 
for  meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront 
the  AIDS  crisis.  The  Uving  Center,  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap  Topics  :  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  For  info 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  '♦  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self 
help  group  for  women  recovering  from  addic¬ 
tions.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  8-9:30pm. 
354-8807. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  Info:  547-2440 
or  S08/S62-5807. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  Harriet  Tubman  House.  6:30pm.  For  info 
825-2610. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant 
Others.  Closed  meeting,  at  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-3773, 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under, 
meets  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday.  Civic  League  Bldg. 
214  Concord  St  6-7:30pm.  For  info  write  P.O. 
Box  426,  S.Framingham,  MA  01701 


Wednesday 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 

Chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  wel¬ 
come.  at  Frontier.  19  Pearl  St  7- 1 0pm.  For  info 
(413)788-7459 


Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and 
under,  at  35  Bowdoin  St  New  persons'  meeting 
6pm  women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45-7:30 
general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  523-7363  or  1-800- 
42BAGLY. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  Group.  Open  to  youth  age  22 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  each 
month,  at  Civic  League  Building.  214  Concord  St 
6-7:30pm. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester 
Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay 
and  bisexual  youth  21  and  under.meets  1st  and 
third  Wednesday  of  month  at  United 
Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who 
are  in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed 
meeting,  at  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Say  it,  Sister!  News  Radio 
Show  on  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7/18:  Surprise  Show 
with  Amy  Sands.  8-9pm. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  At-Anon  with  child 
care,  wheelchair  accessible,  at  Women's  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Thursday 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays, 
at  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury  St  6:30- 
8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets 
1st,  3rd  Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St  7:30pm.  (413)  527- 
5310. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

drop-in  group  for  women  who  have  been  raped. 
492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings 
2nd  Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202. 
338  Newbury  St#  For  info  492-4639. 

Dorchester  ♦  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns 
Committee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd 
Thurs.  of  each  month.  At  Union  Office.  5 
Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30pm.  For  info  282- 
2509. 

Friday 

Boston  ♦  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate 
outside  Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the 
Palestinian  right  to  statehood.  Statler  Bldg.  Near 
Arlington  St  Station.  1st  Friday  of  every  month. 
1 2:30- 1 :30pm.  For  info  723-6327. 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  Watertown.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Brookline  ♦  "Swlngtlme."  Lesbian, gay 
bisexual  swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of 
the  month.  185  Corey  Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info 
661-1792. 

Boston  ♦  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film,  at 

The  Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St 
free.  For  info  236-1012. 

Boston  ♦  Film/Video  Series.  Screenings  with 
discussion.  7/20:  The  Women"  7/27  "What  if  I'm 
Gay?’.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St  8pm.  For 
info  247-2927 


A  decade  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together 

A  full  week  of  activities  in  San  Francisco  highlights  the 
group's  annual  convention 


By  Chris  Nealon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  two-week 
period  bursting  with  historic  significance  — 
from  the  smooth  progress  of  the  controver¬ 
sial  Sixth  International  Conference  on 
AIDS  to  the  arrival  in  San  Francisco  of 
Nelson  Mandela  —  gay  men  of  color  and 
their  white  allies  made  some  history  of  their 
own  last  week.  The  National  Association  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together  (BWMT) 
held  its  10th  annual  convention  here  June 
24-30,  an  event  that  gay  activists  of  color  say 
heralds  a  new  stage  in  community  building. 

“It  was  very  successful,”  said  Tim  Isbell, 
who  coordinated  the  convention.  The  gather¬ 
ing,  organized  under  the  theme  “Family: 
The  Seed  Grows,”  was  attended  by  about 
290  delegates  and  staff  from  around  the 
world,  Isbell  told  GCN.  The  seven-day 
schedule  listed  32  different  workshops  and 
panel  discussions  on  a  wide  variety  of 
topics,  from  “Gay  Life  in  Brasil”  to  “Get¬ 
ting  Beyond  the  Bar  Door:  Political  Ac¬ 
tivism  in  the  ’90s.”  Convention  organizers 
also  packed  the  week  with  membership 
meetings,  caucuses  and  social  events,  in¬ 
cluding  art  shows,  talent  shows,  and  a 
screening  of  Tongues  Untied,  a  video  by 
Black  gay  artist  Marlon  Riggs  that  examines 
intimacy  between  Black  men  as  well  as  be¬ 
tween  Black  and  white  men. 

This  year’s  event  was  significantly  larger 
than  last  year’s  BWMT  convention  in 
Tallahassee,  Isbell  said.  He  also  remarked 
that  while  earlier  BWMT  conventions  have 
run  from  three  to  four  days,  the  1990  gather¬ 
ing  was  the  first  to  include  a  full  week  of 
events.  Organizers  said,  however,  that  the 
most  striking  thing  about  this  year’s  conven¬ 
tion  was  the  diversity  of  those  attending. 

A  variety  of  backgrounds 

“We  learned  a  lot  about  cultural  dif¬ 
ferences,”  said  John  Teemer,  a  co-chair  of 
the  national  BWMT  chapter.  Teemer  told 
GCN  that  different  gay  communities  of  col¬ 
or  existed  in  widely  varying  contexts.  For  in¬ 
stance,  he  said,  “There  are  300  different  In¬ 
dian  tribes”  in  the  Bay  Area,  and  gay  Native 
American  men  “are  not  a  monolithic 
group.”  Meanwhile,  Teemer  added,  men  at¬ 
tending  the  conference  from  Brazil  said  that 
race  in  their  country  exists  along  a  whole 
spectrum  of  skin  color,  so  that  “the  lighter 


Graphic  from  early  BWMT  ad 

you  are,  the  closer  you  are  to  economic 
privilege.” 

Isbell  said  he  was  especially  pleased  that 
men  from  Scandinavian  countries  were  able 
to  attend  the  convention,  too.  “There  are 
not  many  people  of  color  in  their 
countries,”  he  said.  “[The  convention]  was 
a  chance  for  them  to  share  in  a  multicultural 
experience.” 

Sexual  politics,  racial  politics 

One  of  the  major  topics  at  the  convention 
was  how  to  conduct  AIDS  outreach  to  gay 
men  of  color  in  the  face  of  multiple  pre¬ 
judices,  Teemer  said,  remarking  that 
“homophobia  in  different  ethnic  communi¬ 


ties  and  racism  in  the  gay  community  have 
both  impeded  education”  about  AIDS. 

John  Bush,  a  founder  of  Men  of  All  Col¬ 
ors  Together  (MACT)/  Boston,  a  chapter  of 
BWMT,  told  GCN  that  “we  were  almost 
spontaneously  educated,  if  you  will,  [at  the 
convention]  on  the  need  to  continue  our 
AIDS  work.  So  many  people  in  the 
organization  are  sick  with  AIDS  or  are  HIV 
positive.” 

BWMT  made  national  news  earlier  in 
June  with  the  release  of  the  results  of  its 
study  on  Black  gay  men  and  AIDS.  Of  the 
952  Black  gay  men  interviewed  for  the 
study,  fewer  than  half  had  attended  a  safer  sex 
workshop,  and  slightly  more  had  attended 


AIDS  education  programs,  according  to  the 
New  York  Times. 

Bush  said  that  the  survey,  although  wide¬ 
ly  considered  a  success,  was  the  source  of 
some  tension  during  the  gathering.  Some 
gay  men  of  color  who  spoke  at  a  forum  en¬ 
titled  “BWMT  Faces  Its  Critics”  were  angry 
that  BWMT,  which  is  not  an  all-Black 
organization,  would  presume  to  conduct  an 
all-Black  survey.  There  was  a  feeling,  Bush 
said,  that  “the  group  really  has  no  right  to 
speak  to  what  is  needed  in  Black  com¬ 
munities.” 

Teemer  said  that  another  point  of  conten¬ 
tion  surrounding  mixed-race  interaction  was 
the  issue  of  bi-racial  sexual  relationships. 
Some  Black  men,  he  said,  perceive  Black 
men  who  sleep  with  white  men  “to  be  less 
Black”  than  those  who  sleep  primarily  with 
Black  men.  Critics  of  BWMT  accused  Black 
men  who  were  involved  with  white  men  of 
“race-hatred  and  self-hatred,”  said  Teemer. 

Bush  remarked,  however,  that  BWMT 
has  provided  a  forum  for  Black  men  to  get 
to  know  each  other  as  well  as  to  befriend 
white  men.  “Many  Black  men  have  learned 
to  love  and  respect  Black  men  that  they 
would  not  have  met  outside  this  organiza¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

Teemer  agreed,  saying  that  “when  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  BWMT,  I  had  few  Black  friends, 
but  now  I  have  many,  many  Black  friends  in 
the  gay  community.” 

Unfinished  business 

Although  convention  attendees  and 
organizers  agree  that  the  week  of  events  pro¬ 
vided  a  rare  chance  to  discuss  cross-racial 
issues  as  well  as  those  specific  to  men  of 
various  colors,  they  also  said  that  the  con¬ 
vention  revealed  how  much  work  is  left  to  be 
done  in  the  gay  community  where  race  is 
concerned. 

Lee  Woo,  who  chairs  the  new  Oakland 
chapter  of  MACT,  said  he  thought  that  gay 
organizations  of  color  “need  to  become 
much  more  collaborative.”  He  told  GCN  he 
thought  that  the  racial  complexity  of  many 
communities  will  lead  BWMT  in  a  more 
“multicultural”  direction. 

Isbell  said  he  thought  “white  gays  and  lcs- 
bians  really  need  to  be  supportive”  of  gay 
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